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 TEXAS MEDICAL BOARD 

LICENSURE COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 

VIDEO CONFERENCE MEETING 

AUGUST 20, 2020 

 

The meeting was called to order 10:02 a.m. by Acting Chair, Kandace Farmer, DO. Other Committee members 

present were Arun Agarwal, Michael Cokinos, George De Loach, D.O., Kandace Farmer, D.O., Tomeka L. 

Herod,  Jeffrey L. Luna, M.D., Roberto Martinez, M.D. and Satish Nayak, M.D. 

 

Committee members absent were Linda Molina, J.D. and Jayam B. Naidu, M.D. 

 

Mr. Cokinos moved and Mr. Agarwal seconded that the Committee close the meeting to the public and 

continue in Executive Session for deliberations concerning Agenda Items 2 and 3a.  The motion passed. Dr. 

Farmer announced that the meeting would be closed for deliberations at 10:05 a.m. concerning licensee requests 

and licensure applications and the character and fitness of applicants under the authority of The Medical Practice 

Act Sections 152.009 and 155.058, Occupations Code, and that while in executive session, the Board would not 

take any action, make any decision, or vote with regard to any matter that may be considered or discussed. A 

certified agenda of any executive session will be made. 

 

Dr Naidu entered the meeting at 10:47 a.m. 

 

The Executive Session ended at 4:49 p.m. The Licensure Committee conducted hearings to review licensure 

applicants appearing concerning eligibility. The hearings were conducted in Executive Session. Following the 

hearings, the Committee reconvened and considered the requests and applications. 

 

Agenda Item 2 – Licensee requests.  

 

Applicant #2423 appeared before the Committee in executive session. In open session, Mr. Cokinos moved that 

the committee recommend to the full Board that the Applicant’s request be denied due to concerns over time 

out of practice. Dr. Martinez seconded the motion. All voted in favor and the motion passed. 
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Agenda Item 3a - Applicants appearing concerning eligibility. 

 

Applicant #2417 appeared before the Committee in executive session. In open session, Dr. Nayak moved that 

the committee recommend to the full Board that the applicant be granted an unrestricted license. Dr. Naidu 

seconded the motion.  All voted in favor and the motion passed.  

 

Applicant #2414 appeared before the Committee, with counsel, in executive session. In open session, Dr. Naidu 

rescinded the motion he made in error and moved that the committee recommend to the full Board that 

the applicant be granted an unrestricted license. Mr. Cokinos seconded the motion.  Dr. Martinez recused 

himself. Mr. Agarwal, Mr. Cokinos, Dr. De Loach, Ms. Herod, Dr. Luna, Dr. Naidu and Dr. Nayak all 

voted in favor. The motion passed. 

 

Applicant #2418 appeared before the Committee in executive session. In open session, Dr. De Loach moved 

that the committee recommend to the full Board that the applicant determined ineligible for a license due 

to unprofessional conduct, disciplinary action taken by a health care facility and submission of a false 

statement to the Board. Dr. Herod and Dr. Naidu seconded the motion.  All voted in favor and the motion 

passed.  

 

Dr. Luna left the meeting at 1:42 p.m. 

 

Applicant #2403 appeared before the Committee, with counsel, in executive session. In open session, Dr. Naidu 

moved that the committee recommend to the full Board that the Applicant be granted a license subject to 

an Agreed Order due to disciplinary action taken by another board and concerns over being out of active 

practice.  

 

The Agreed Order will have the following conditions: 

• Within 1 year, successfully complete recommendations in the CPEP (Center for Personalized 

Education for Professionals) assessment dated September 2018. 

• Restriction to the practice and the practice setting of a preceptor approved by the Executive 

Director for one year. 

• Supervision by the applicant’s approved preceptor for one year.  The approved preceptor shall 

submit quarterly reports to the board.  If all quarterly reports are satisfactory, this requirement 

will automatically terminate at the end of the one year period. 
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• If in the event the applicant wants to change preceptors or the approved practice setting, the 

applicant must notify the Executive Director for approval 30 days in advance of such change. 

 

Mr. Agarwal seconded the motion.  All voted in favor and the motion passed. 

 

Applicant #2388 appeared before the Committee, with counsel, in executive session. In open session, Ms. Herod 

moved that the committee recommend to the full Board that the applicant be determined ineligible for 

reissuance of their license due to disciplinary action taken by the board, disciplinary action by a healthcare 

entity, and concerns over being out of active practice. Dr. Naidu seconded the motion.  All voted in favor 

and the motion passed. 

 

Applicant #2412 appeared before the Committee, with counsel, in executive session, Mr. Cokinos moved that 

the applicant’s request to reissue their license be deferred, pending completion of the following conditions 

within twelve months of this meeting: 

 

• Successful completion of KSTAR evaluation 

 

Upon completion of the KSTAR evaluation and receipt of the report, the licensee shall reappear before the 

Licensure Committee.   This recommendation is due to the applicant’s criminal history, disciplinary history 

with the Board, and concerns over time out of active practice. Dr. De Loach seconded the motion.  All voted 

in favor and the motion passed. 

 

Applicant #1108 appeared before the Committee, with counsel, in executive session. In open session, Dr. Nayak 

moved to recommend to the full Board that the the Applicant’s request to reissue their license be deferred, 

pending completion of the following conditions within twelve months of this meeting:  

 

• Successful completion of KSTAR evaluation. 

 

Upon completion of the KSTAR evaluation and receipt of the report, the licensee shall reappear before the 

Licensure Committee. This recommendation is due to concerns over time out of active practice. Mr. 

Cokinos seconded the motions. All voted in favor the motion passed.  

 

Ms. Yarbrough explained the current process of recommending a WAR (Withdraw and Reapply) to an applicant 

in certain situations. The Manager of Licensure, the Executive Director and the Committee Chairperson are 

involved in this review. In some cases, no further action is required.  
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In order to facilitate the process for the applicant and reduce work load, the Committee gave direction to staff to 

delegate authority to the Manager of Licensure to approve an applicant with no further action, or to offer a 

WAR, in certain situations.  

 

Further direction was given by the Committee to staff to delegate approval of Pain Management Clinic initial 

applications or renewals applications to the Manager of Registration in certain situations. 

 

The Executive Director has approved the delegation to the Manager of Licensure and to the Manager of 

Registration. 

 

Agenda Item 3b – Proposed orders offered by the Executive Director.   

Ms. Unterborn reported on 2 Agreed Orders and 2 Remedial Plans offered by the Executive Director and 

accepted by the applicants. After discussion Dr. Nayak moved to recommend to the full Board that the 2 

Agreed Orders and 2 Remedial Plans be approved.  Dr. Martinez seconded the motion. All voted in favor 

and the motion passed. 

 

Agenda Item 3c – Physician licensure applicants to be licensed.  

Ms. Unterborn reported that there were 158 applicants who met all requirements to be considered for permanent 

licensure by the full Board. Mr. Cokinos moved to recommend to the full Board that all 158 physician 

licensure applicants determined to meet eligibility requirements by staff be approved. Dr. De Loach 

seconded the motion. All voted in favor and the motion passed. 

 

Agenda Item 3d – Surgical Assistant licensure applicants to be licensed.   

Ms. Unterborn reported that were 9 surgical assistant applicants who met all requirements to be considered for 

licensure by the full Board. Dr. Martinez moved to recommend to the full Board that all 9 surgical assistant 

applicants determined to meet eligibility requirements by staff be approved. Ms. Herod seconded the 

motion. All voted in favor and the motion passed. 

 

Agenda Item 3e – Acudetox Specialist applicants to be certified. 

Ms. Unterborn reported that there were 2 Acudetox Specialist applicants who met all requirements to be 

considered for certification by the full Board. Dr. Naidu moved to recommend to the full Board that the 2 

Acudetox Specialist applicants determined to meet eligibility requirements by staff be approved.  Dr. 

Nayak seconded the motion. All voted in favor and the motion passed.   
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Agenda Item 4 – Report on Physician licensure statistics. 

Ms. Unterborn reported that in Quarter 4 of FY19, 1,343 new physician licenses were issued in an average 

processing time of 32 days. In Quarter 4 of FY20, as of August 17, 2020, 1044 new licenses were issued in an 

average processing time of 31 days.  The total for FY20, as of August 17, 2020, 3655 new licenses were issued 

in average processing time of 31 days. 

 

Agenda Item 5a – Cancellation of licenses by request or for incomplete registration – Surgical Assistants.   

There are none.  

 

Agenda Item 5b – Cancellation of Licenses by request or for incomplete registration – Acudetox.   

There are none.  

 

Agenda Item 6a -Nonprofit Health Organizations - Applicants for Initial Certification. 

Ms. Unterborn reported that were 7 applicants for initial certification as a Nonprofit Health Organization for 

approval. Dr. De Loach moved to recommend to the full Board that the 7 applicants for initial certification 

as a Nonprofit Health Organization be approved.  Mr. Cokinos seconded the motion.  All voted in favor 

and the motion passed. 

 

Agenda Item 6b - Nonprofit Health Organizations - Requests for Biennial Recertification.  

Ms. Unterborn reported that were 4 requests for biennial certification as a Nonprofit Health Organization for 

approval. Mr. Agarwal moved to recommend to the full Board that the 4 requests for biennial certification 

as a Nonprofit Health Organization be approved. Dr. Nayak seconded.  All voted in favor and the motion 

passed. 

 

Agenda Item 6c - Nonprofit Health Organizations – Cancellation of organizations certified as Nonprofit 

Health Organizations.  

There are none. 

 

Agenda Item 7– Discussion, recommendation and possible action regarding proposed amendments to 

Title 22 of the Texas Administrative Code.  

There are none. 

 

Agenda Item 8 – Adjourn.  

There being no further business, Ms. Herod moved to adjourn the meeting. Mr. Cokinos seconded the motion.  

All voted in favor and the motion passed. The meeting was adjourned at 5:20 p.m. 



The following items may be approved with no further action or granted a WAR by the Licensure 

Manager:  

• Failure to report withdrawal from medical school or resignation from a post-graduate 

training program 

• Failure to report medical school training issue(s) 

• Failure to report post-graduate training issue(s), if: 

o Training issue(s) does not involve patient care or boundary issue(s); and 

o Training issue(s) has been resolved and is not currently pending/open. 

• Failure to report arrest, if: 

o Single arrest (or applicant disclosed some but not all arrests); 

o Arrest is more than 5 years old; 

o Arrest did not involve a felony; and 

o Arrest disposition has been completed. 

• Failure to report medical malpractice history, if: 

o Malpractice history not disclosed is a single medical malpractice case (or 

Applicant disclosed some but not all medical malpractice cases) 

• Failure to report discipline by a licensure or certification agency, specialty board, 

licensing exam administration authority; by peers; or by the military 

o Single instance of discipline (or Applicant reported some but not all instances of 

discipline); and 

o Discipline has been resolved and is not currently pending or open. 



The following types of PMC initial applications or renewals may be approved with no further 

action by the Registration Manager:  

• Applications and renewals with no issues; 

• Applicant has a previous Texas board order that is not related to prescribing and has 

been resolved for more than 5 years; 

• Applicant has previous discipline in another state that is not related to prescribing and 

has been resolved for more than 5 years; or 

• Renewal has previous discipline in this or any other another state that is not related to 

prescribing and has already been reviewed and approved for issuance or renewal by the 

Executive Director. 



August 2020 
 
Agenda Item 03b – Proposed orders offered by the Executive Director 
 
Applicant #   Type of Application   Type of Order 
2424    PIT Permit     Agreed Order 
2406    Physician License    Remedial Plan 
2407    Physician License    Remedial Plan 
2411    Physician License    Agreed Order 
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Agenda Item 6a:  Applications for Initial Certification as Nonprofit Health Organization 

 

 

1) HealthWise Medical Group 

2) Hill Regional Physician Group, Inc. 

3) Mission Vascular Specialists Corp. 

4) NeWay Care 

5) New Horizon Foundation 

6) RM Physician Group 

7) Vidamor Medical 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



6b Applications for Recertification as a Nonprofit Health Organization 

 

1. Altus Physician Network 

2. Hillcrest Physician Services 

3. Texoma Independent Physicians 

4. Wesley Primary Clinic 


