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 TEXAS MEDICAL BOARD 

LICENSURE COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 

VIDEO CONFERENCE MEETING 

March 4, 2021 

 

The meeting was called to order 10:49 a.m. by Linda Molina, J.D., Chair. Other Committee members present 

were Arun Agarwal, Michael Cokinos, Kandace Farmer, D.O., Tomeka M. Herod, Roberto Martinez, M.D., 

Jayaram B. Naidu, M.D. and Satish Nayak, M.D. 

 

Dr. De Loach entered the meeting at 10:57 a.m. 

 

Committee members absent were Jeffrey L. Luna, M.D. 

 

Agenda Item 2 – Licensee requests.  

There are none. 

 

Ms. Molina moved and Dr. Martinez seconded that the Committee close the meeting to the public and 

continue in Executive Session for deliberations concerning Agenda Item 3a.  The motion passed. Ms. 

Molina announced that the meeting would be closed for deliberations at 10:55 a.m. concerning licensure 

applications and the character and fitness of applicants under the authority of The Medical Practice Act 

Sections 152.009 and 155.058, Occupations Code, and that while in executive session, the Board would not 

take any action, make any decision, or vote with regard to any matter that may be considered or discussed. 

A certified agenda of any executive session will be made. 

 

Ms. Molina stepped away from the meeting at 12:05 p.m. for a personal emergency, and Dr. Farmer acted as 

Committee Chair while Ms. Molina was absent from the meeting. Ms. Molina reentered the meeting at 12:43 p.m. 

and resumed duties as Committee Chair. 

 

The Executive Session ended at 5:47 p.m. The Licensure Committee conducted hearings to review licensure 

applicants appearing concerning eligibility. The hearings were conducted in Executive Session. Following the 

hearings, the Committee reconvened and considered the requests and applications. 

 

Agenda Item 3a - Applicants appearing concerning eligibility. 
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Applicant #2452 appeared before the Committee, with counsel, in executive session. In open session, Dr. Naidu 

moved that the committee recommend to the full Board that the applicant be granted an unrestricted 

license. Dr. Farmer seconded the motion.  All voted in favor and the motion passed. 

 

Applicant #1997 appeared before the Committee, with counsel, in executive session. In open session, Ms. Herod 

moved that the committee recommend to the full Board that the applicant be granted an unrestricted 

license. Mr. Cokinos seconded the motion.  All voted in favor and the motion passed. 

 

Applicant #2448 appeared before the Committee, with counsel, in executive session. In open session, Ms. Herod 

moved that the committee recommend to the full Board that applicant be determined ineligible for a license 

due to issues during the applicant’s General Surgery postgraduate training program, leading to the 

applicant’s discipline during the program and ultimate termination from the program. Further, Ms. Herod 

moved to recommend to the full Board that upon receipt within one year of a request for a physician-in-

training permit for a training program of at least one year in length that the Executive Director may grant 

a physician-in-training permit to the applicant. If the applicant reapplies for a full license, the applicant 

will be required to reappear before the Licensure Committee for a determination for licensure. Dr. Farmer 

seconded the motion.  All voted in favor and the motion passed. 

 

Applicant #2447 appeared before the Committee, with counsel, in executive session. In open session, Dr. De 

Loach moved that the committee recommend to the full Board that the applicant be determined ineligible 

for reissuance of their license due to applicant’s criminal history which includes a felony conviction related 

to health care fraud, disciplinary history with the Texas Medical Board, time out of active practice of 

medicine, and failure to meet the requirements of Texas Occupations Code, Section 164.151(c) and 22 

Texas Administrative Code Section 167.4. Mr. Agarwal seconded the motion.  All voted in favor and the 

motion passed. 

 

Applicant #2455 appeared before the Committee, with counsel, in executive session. In open session, Dr. 

Farmer moved that the committee recommend to the full Board that the applicant’s request for reissuance 

of their license be deferred, pending completion of the following conditions within twelve months of this 

meeting: 

 

• Successful completion of KSTAR evaluation 

 

Upon completion of the KSTAR evaluation and receipt of the report, the licensee shall reappear before the 

Licensure Committee.  If the evaluation is not completed within 12 months of this meeting, the applicant’s 
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application will be considered withdrawn. This recommendation is due to the applicant’s disciplinary 

history with the Board, and concerns over time out of active practice. Mr. Agarwal seconded the motion.  

All voted in favor and the motion passed. 

 

Applicant #2412 appeared before the Committee, with counsel, in executive session. In open session, Dr. 

DeLoach moved that the committee recommend to the full Board that the applicant’s request for reissuance 

of their license be deferred, pending completion of the following conditions within six months of this 

meeting: 

 

• An Independent Medical Evaluation performed by a board-certified psychiatrist approved by 

the Executive Director of the Board. This IME should rule out any psychiatric disorders (such 

as antisocial traits or significant problems with attention) that may have a significant impact 

on Applicant’s practice of medicine. 

 

Upon completion of the evaluation and receipt of the report, the applicant shall reappear before the 

Licensure Committee.  If the evaluation is not completed within 6 months of this meeting, the applicant’s 

application will be considered withdrawn. This recommendation is due to the applicant’s disciplinary 

history with the Board, as well as concerns over time out of active practice and his clinical skills. Dr. Naidu 

seconded the motion.  All voted in favor and the motion passed. 

 

Applicant #1108 appeared before the Committee, with counsel, in executive session. In open session, Dr. Nayak 

moved that the committee recommend to the full Board that the applicant’s request for reissuance of their 

license be deferred, pending completion of the following conditions within six months of this meeting: 

 

• A Neuropsychological Evaluation performed by a board-certified psychiatrist or 

neuropsychologist approved by the Executive Director of the Board. This evaluation should 

address any cognitive issues that may have a significant impact on Applicant’s practice of 

medicine. 

 

Upon completion of the evaluation and receipt of the report, the applicant shall reappear before the 

Licensure Committee.  If the evaluation is not completed within 6 months of this meeting, the applicant’s 

application will be considered withdrawn. This recommendation is due to the applicant’s disciplinary 

history with the Board, as well as concerns over time out of active practice and his clinical skills. Mr. 

Agarwal seconded the motion.  All voted in favor and the motion passed. 
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Applicant #2449 appeared before the Committee in executive session. In open session, Dr. Farmer moved that 

the committee recommend to the full Board that the applicant’s appeal is denied due to failure to 

demonstrate compliance with applicable requirements for licensure in Texas. Ms. Herod seconded the 

motion.  All voted in favor and the motion passed. 

 

Applicant #2288 appeared before the Committee in executive session. In open session, Dr. Naidu moved that 

the committee recommend to the full Board that the applicant’s appeal be granted, and the applicant be 

granted an unrestricted Administrative Medicine license. Mr. Cokinos seconded the motion.  All voted in 

favor. The motion passed. 

 

Agenda Item 3b – Proposed orders offered by the Executive Director.   

Ms. Unterborn reported on 3 Agreed Orders and 2 Remedial Plans offered by the Executive Director and 

accepted by the applicants. After discussion Dr. Farmer moved to recommend to the full Board that the 3 

Agreed Orders and 2 Remedial Plans be approved.  Mr. Cokinos seconded the motion. All voted in favor 

and the motion passed. 

 

Agenda Item 3c – Physician licensure applicants to be licensed.  

Ms. Unterborn reported that there were 103 applicants who met all requirements to be considered for permanent 

licensure by the full Board. Mr. Agarwal moved to recommend to the full Board that all 103 physician 

licensure applicants determined to meet eligibility requirements by staff be approved. Dr. De Loach 

seconded the motion. All voted in favor and the motion passed. 

 

Agenda Item 3d – Surgical Assistant licensure applicants to be licensed.   

Ms. Unterborn reported that were 11 surgical assistant applicants who met all requirements to be considered for 

licensure by the full Board. Dr. Nayak moved to recommend to the full Board that all 11 surgical assistant 

applicants determined to meet eligibility requirements by staff be approved. Dr. De Loach seconded the 

motion. All voted in favor and the motion passed. 

 

Agenda Item 3e – Acudetox applicants to be certified. 

Ms. Unterborn reported that there were 2 Acudetox Specialist applicant who met all requirements to be considered 

for certification by the full Board. Dr. Farmer moved to recommend to the full Board that the 2 Acudetox 

Specialist applicant determined to meet eligibility requirements by staff be approved.  Mr. Agarwal 

seconded the motion. All voted in favor and the motion passed.   

 

Agenda Item 4 – Report on Physician licensure statistics. 
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Ms. Unterborn reported that in Quarter 2 of FY20, 1103 new physician licenses were issued in an average 

processing time of 31 days. In Quarter 2 of FY21, 1156 new physician licenses were issued in an average 

processing time of 34 days.  

 

Agenda Item 5a – Cancellation of licenses by request or for incomplete registration – Surgical Assistants.    

There are none.  

 

Agenda Item 5b – Cancellation of Licenses by request or for incomplete registration – Acudetox.   

There are none.  

 

Agenda Item 6a -Nonprofit Health Organizations - Applicants for Initial Certification. 

Ms. Unterborn reported that were 3 applicants for initial certification as a Nonprofit Health Organization for 

approval. Dr. Naidu moved to recommend to the full Board that the 3 applicants for initial certification as 

a Nonprofit Health Organization be approved.  Dr. De Loach seconded the motion.  All voted in favor and 

the motion passed. 

 

Agenda Item 6b - Nonprofit Health Organizations - Requests for Biennial Recertification.  

Ms. Unterborn reported that were 118 requests for biennial recertification as a Nonprofit Health Organization for 

approval. Dr. Nayak moved to recommend to the full Board that the 118 applicants for requests for biennial 

recertification as a Nonprofit Health Organization be approved.  Mr. Agarwal seconded the motion.  All 

voted in favor and the motion passed. 

 

Agenda Item 6c - Nonprofit Health Organizations – Cancellation of organizations certified as Nonprofit 

Health Organizations.  

There are none. 

 

Agenda Item 7– Discussion, recommendation and possible action regarding proposed amendments to 

Title 22 of the Texas Administrative Code.  

There are none. 

 

Agenda Item 8 – Adjourn.  

There being no further business, Dr. Farmer moved to adjourn the meeting. Dr. Naidu seconded the motion.  

All voted in favor and the motion passed. The meeting was adjourned at 6:06 p.m. 



MARCH 2021 
 
Agenda Item 03b – Proposed orders offered by the Executive Director 
 
Applicant #   Type of Application   Type of Order 
2451    Surgical Assistant    Agreed Order 
2457    Administrative Medicine   Agreed Order 
2454    Physician License    Remedial Plan 
2460    Physician License    Remedial Plan 
2456    Administrative Medicine   Agreed Order 




































