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TEXAS MEDICAL BOARD 

LICENSURE COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 

June 9, 2016 

 

The meeting was called to order 11:16 a.m. by Chair, Timothy Webb. Committee members 

present were Michael Arambula, M.D., Pharm.D., Frank S. Denton; Carlos Gallardo, John R 

Guerra, D.O., and Robert B. Simonson, D.O. 

 

Agenda Item 2 - Discussion, recommendation and possible action regarding the substantial 

equivalence of Ross University School of Medicine. Ms Johnston summarized the history of 

the Advanced Introduction Clinical Medicine (AICM) course, which is now known Internal 

Medicine Foundations (IMF).  The content of each course was discussed as well as the rationale 

for the name change and the decline in the number of weeks in the most current course.  Ms. 

Johnston also explained that in December 2015 the committee directed staff to research the 

courses further and bring the information back to the committee in June 2016 for their review. 

Ms. Laura Martin, Attorney and Ms. Paula Wells, EdD, Sr. Associate Dean of Academic and 

Student Affairs at Ross University attempted to explain why the name and content of the course 

has changed over the years. The Committee directed to staff to implement the following for Ross 

Univ School of Medicine graduates: 

 Advanced Introduction to Clinical Medicine (AICM) that was completed in Dominica. 

Staff is allowed to calculate the number of course weeks into the total number of required 

medical education weeks.  

 Advanced Introduction to Clinical Medicine (AICM) that was completed in the United 

States. This is not an approved clinical clerkship or rotation and is not acceptable for 

licensing requirements in Texas.  

 Internal Medicine Foundations (IMF) completed in the United States is not a clerkship or 

rotation in Internal Medicine and cannot be used towards the total number of required 

medical education weeks or as an approved clerkship and is not acceptable for licensing 

requirements in Texas. 
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Dr. Arambula moved, Mr. Gallardo seconded, that the Committee close the meeting to the 

public and continue in Executive Session for deliberations concerning Agenda Item 3.  The 

motion passed. Mr. Webb announced that the meeting would be closed for deliberations at 

12:22 p.m. concerning licensure applications and the character and fitness of applicants under the 

authority of The Medical Practice Act Sections 152.009 and 155.058, Occupations Code, and 

that while in executive session, the Board would not take any action, make any decision, or vote 

with regard to any matter that may be considered or discussed. A certified agenda of any 

executive session will be made. 

 

The Executive Session ended at 5:13 p.m. The Licensure Committee conducted hearings to 

review applicants and licensees appearing concerning eligibility. The hearings were conducted in 

Executive Session. Following the hearings, the Committee reconvened and considered the 

applications. 

 

Agenda Item 3 - Discussion, recommendation, and possible action regarding Licensee 

Requests. 

 

Applicant #1799 appeared before the Committee in executive session. In open session Mr. 

Denton moved that the committee recommend to the full Board that the applicant’s appeal 

is denied and the original determination of ineligibility stands. This recommendation is due 

to the applicant’s failure to meet statutory requirements for licensure. Mr. Gallardo seconded 

the motion. All voted in favor. The motion passed. 

 

Applicant #1812 appeared before the Committee, with counsel, in executive session. In open 

session Dr. Simonson moved that the committee recommend to the full Board that the 

applicant’s appeal be granted and that the applicant be granted an unrestricted license. Dr. 

Arambula seconded the motion. All voted in favor. The motion passed. 

 

Applicant #1801 appeared before the Committee, with counsel, in executive session. In open 

session Mr. Gallardo moved that the committee recommend to the full Board that the 

applicant’s appeal is denied and the original determination of ineligibility stands. This 
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recommendation is due to the applicant’s failure to meet statutory requirements for licensure. 

Mr. Denton seconded the motion. All voted in favor. The motion passed. 

 

Applicant #1788 appeared before the Committee in executive session. In open session Mr. 

Gallardo moved that the committee recommend to the full Board that the applicant be 

granted a license subject to certain terms and conditions under an Agreed Order with the 

following conditions:  

 Applicant must practice in the specialty of Occupational Medicine and 

 Applicant must practice in a group setting or institutional setting 

This recommendation is due to disciplinary action taken by a health care entity. Dr. Simonson 

seconded the motion. All voted in favor. The motion passed. 

 

Applicant #1798 appeared before the Committee in executive session. In open session, Mr. 

Gallardo moved that the committee recommend to the full Board that the applicant be 

determined ineligible for a license.  This recommendation is based on disciplinary action taken 

by a health care entity and unprofessional conduct. Dr. Simonson seconded the motion. All 

voted in favor. The motion passed. 

Applicant #1809 appeared before the Committee, with counsel, in executive session. In open 

session, Dr. Guerra moved that the committee recommend to the full Board that the 

applicant be granted an unrestricted license. Dr. Arambula seconded the motion. All voted 

in favor. The motion passed. 

 

Applicant #1794 appeared before the Committee, with counsel, in executive session.  In open 

session, Mr. Denton moved that the committee recommend to the full Board that the 

applicant be determined ineligible for a license. This recommendation is due to repeated or 

recurring meritorious health care liability claims and disciplinary action by another state. Mr. 

Gallardo seconded the motion. All voted in favor. The motion passed. 

 

Applicant #1789 appeared before the Committee, with counsel, in executive session. In open 

session, Mr. Gallardo moved that the committee recommend to the full Board that the 
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applicant be granted an unrestricted license. Dr Simonson seconded the motion. All voted 

in favor. The motion passed. 

 

Applicant #1804 appeared before the Committee in executive session.  In open session, Dr. 

Arambula moved that the committee recommend to the full Board that the applicant be 

granted an unrestricted Temporary General Medical Radiologic Technologist certificate. 

Mr. Denton seconded the motion. All voted in favor. The motion passed. 

 

Applicant #1795 appeared before the Committee in executive session.  In open session, Dr. 

Guerra moved that the committee recommend to the full Board that the applicant be listed 

in the Non-Certified Radiologic Technologist Registry. Dr. Arambula seconded the motion. 

All voted in favor. The motion passed. 

 

Applicant #1813 appeared before the Committee in executive session. In open session, Dr. 

Guerra moved that the committee recommend to the full Board that the applicant be 

granted a license subject to certain terms and conditions under an Agreed Order with the 

following conditions:  

 Must submit to drug testing, as ordered by the board 

 Must complete a board approved independent medical examination 

within 3 months of being directed to complete the exam 

 If examination and drug testing identify no issues, the order auto 

terminates, if issues are identified, then applicant must return to a 

subsequent Informal Settlement Conference Panel for consideration of 

further action 

This recommendation is due to the applicant’s criminal history. Mr. Denton seconded the 

motion. Mr. Gallardo voted against the notion.  All others voted in favor. The motion 

passed. 

  

Applicant #1808 appeared before the Committee in executive session. In open session, Mr. 

Gallardo moved that the committee recommend to the full Board that the applicant be 
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determined ineligible for a license due to the applicant’s criminal history. Dr. Arambula 

seconded the motion. All voted in favor. The motion passed. 

 

Agenda Item 3b - Proposed orders offered by the Executive Director. 

Ms. Johnston reported on 9 physician licensure, 1 temporary general medical radiological 

technologist, 4 respiratory care practitioner and 2 general medical radiological technologist 

remedial plans and agreed orders offered by the Executive Director and accepted by applicants. 

Mr. Gallardo moved to recommend to the full Board that the remedial plans and orders be 

approved. Mr. Denton seconded. All voted in favor. The motion passed.  

 

Agenda Item 3c – Physician licensure applicants to be licensed.  

There were 115 applicants who met all requirements to be considered for permanent licensure by 

the full Board. Dr. Arambula moved to recommend to the full Board that all 115 physician 

licensure applicants determined to meet eligibility requirements by staff be approved. Mr. 

Gallardo seconded the motion. All voted in favor. The motion passed. 

 

Agenda Item 3d – Surgical assistant licensure applicants to be licensed.   

There were 13 surgical assistant applicants who met all requirements to be considered for 

licensure by the full Board. Dr. Arambula moved to recommend to the full Board that all 13 

surgical assistant applicants determined to meet eligibility requirements by staff be 

approved. Dr. Guerra seconded the motion. All voted in favor. The motion passed.   

 

Agenda Item 3e – Acudetox Specialist applicants to be certified. 

There were 2 Acudetox  Specialist applicants who met all requirements to be considered for 

certification by the full Board. Dr. Arambula moved to recommend to the full Board that the 

2 Acudetox applicants determined to meet eligibility requirements by staff be approved. 

Mr. Gallardo seconded the motion. All voted in favor. The motion passed.   
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Agenda Item 4 – Report on licensure statistics. 

Ms. Johnston reported that for FY15, Quarter 3, 1256 new physician licenses were issued in an 

average processing time of 35 days. Ms. Johnston also reported that for FY16, Quarter 3, 1124 

new physician licenses were issued in an average of 35 days.  

 

Agenda Item 5a - Discussion, recommendation, and possible action regarding cancellation 

of licenses by request for incomplete registration – Surgical Assistants – There were none 

 

Agenda Item 5b - Discussion, recommendation, and possible action regarding cancellation 

of licenses by request for incomplete registration – Acudetox Specialists. 

There were 11 Acudetox Specialist certifications for cancellation. Dr. Arambula moved to 

recommend to the full Board that all 11 Acudetox Specialist certifications to be cancelled.  

Mr. Gallardo seconded the motion. All voted in favor. The motion passed.   

 

Agenda Item 6a Nonprofit Health Organizations - Applications for Initial Certification. 

There were 11 applications for initial certification as a Nonprofit Health Organization for 

approval. Dr. Arambula moved to recommend to the full Board that the 11 requests for 

initial certification as a Nonprofit Health Organization be approved.  Dr. Simonson 

seconded.  All voted in favor and the motion passed. 

 

Agenda Item 6b Nonprofit Health Organizations - Applications for Biennial Recertification 

There were 24 applications for biennial recertification as a Nonprofit Health Organization for 

approval. Dr. Simonson moved to recommend to the full Board that the 24 requests for 

biennial recertification as a Nonprofit Health Organization be approved. Mr. Gallardo 

seconded.  All voted in favor and the motion passed. 

 

Agenda Item 6c Nonprofit Health Organizations – Cancellation of Certifications – There 

were none 
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Agenda Item 7 Discussion, recommendation and possible action regarding proposed 

amendments to board rules.  This item was pulled from the agenda.  

 

Agenda Item 8 Discussion, recommendation and possible action regarding Surgical 

Assistant Licenses. Mr. Denton presented options for possible rules changes related to the 

accreditation of surgical assistant programs.  Mr. Denton stated that he is requesting a change 

because under the current rules an applicant would be ineligible for licensure should their 

program lose accreditation anytime while the applicant is enrolled.  Mr. Denton explained that it 

seemed unfair for an applicant who invests that amount of time in their education to ultimately 

be ineligible for licensure. Mr. Denton further stated that since a license is not even required for 

surgical assistants to practice in Texas, being so strict on the accreditation status of the program 

did not seem sensible. After discussion the Committee felt that the current rule should remained 

unchanged at this time.    

 

Agenda Item 9 - There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 5:57 p.m. 
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Agenda Item 03b – Proposed orders offered by the Executive Director 
 
 
Applicant # Type of Application       Type of Order 
1791  Certification as a Respiratory Care Practitioner    Remedial Plan 
1792              Physician Licensure       Remedial Plan 
1800  Physican Licensure        Agreed Order 
1802  Certification as a Respiratory Care Practitioner    Remedial Plan 
1803  Certification as a Respiratory Care Practitioner    Remedial Plan 
1805  Physician Licensure        Remedial Plan 
1806  Physician Licensure        Agreed Order 
1810  Physician Licensure        Remedial Plan 
1811  Physician Licensure        Remedial Plan 
1814  Physician Licensure        Remedial Plan 
1815  Physician Licensure        Remedial Plan 
1816  Certification as a Respiratory Care Practitioner    Remedial Plan 
1817  General Medical Radiological Technologist Certificate   Remedial Plan 
1818  Physician Licensure        Remedial Plan 
1819  General Medical Radiological Technologist Certificate   Remedial Plan 
1820  Temporary General Medical Radiological Technologist Certificate Remedial Plan 
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June 2016 
 

Agenda Item 03d: Surgical Assistant Licensure Applicants to be Licensed 
 

1. Allen, Steven Keith 

2. Astudillo, Hector Angel 

3. Cormier, Shalonda 

4. Dulin, Melissa L 

5. Giles, Sergio Orlandis 

6. Mundy, Andrew Dean 

7. Pannell, Michelle Rae  

8. Sidhwa, Yazid Jal 

9. Smith, Kirk Alan 

10. Tavares-Alvarado, Jacqueline 

11. Taylor, Ty M 

12. Thomas, Shannon Michelle 

13. Tiffany-Harrod, Laura Rosalie 
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Agenda Item: List of Applicants for Acudetox Certification 
 

1. Jones, Melody 

2. Ogren, Elizabeth 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ID NUAD REGSTAT CAD CERT EXP DAD CERT NUAD CERT ISS D
M D T LN FN SUF M T

534963 CC 3 31 2015 APPLING SHARON AD00211 11 30 2012
511779 CC 3 31 2015 BREEDING KARENFINLEY AD00147 2 4 2005
468383 IA 3 31 2015 FORBES EVELYNJOYCE AD00053 4 10 1999
484671 CC 3 31 2015 HALUSKA CONNIEA AD00109 12 7 2001
552171 CC 3 31 2015 JONES LESLIEROBIN AD00185 8 27 2010
576811 CC 3 31 2015 MCALPIN COURTENAYWINFIELD JR AD00217 8 30 2013
561036 CC 3 31 2015 RANUM CATHERINE AD00201 11 4 2011
478791 CC 3 31 2015 SAWYER TERESALYNN AD00099 12 8 2000
577400 IA 3 31 2015 SUTTERFIELD TAMMY AD00219 8 30 2013
578808 CC 3 31 2015 TIVERS JORDAN AD00221 12 6 2013
579331 CC 3 31 2015 YAKLIN TERANLEE AD00222 12 6 2013



 

Agenda Item 6a:  Applications for Initial Certification as Nonprofit Health Organization 

 

 

1) Arbor Diagnostics, Inc. 

2) Clinic at C.C. Young 

3) Crescent Lancaster Medical Group 

4) Emergency Physician Alliance, Inc. 

5) GMG Health 

6) Great Commission Outreach 

7) Health by Design Medical Group 

8) Little River South Austin Medical Group 

9) Pinpoint Healthcare Management, Inc. 

10) Prospect Provider Group TX, Inc. 

11) Surgery Group of Greater Texas, Inc. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Agenda Item 6b:  Applications for Biennial Recertification as Nonprofit Health 

Organizations  

 

1. Caris Molecular Pathology 

2. CL Medical Associates II, Inc. 

3. Critical Access Medical Group 

4. Fort Bend Family Health Center, Inc. 

5. Galveston County Clinical Services, Inc. 

6. Grace Clinic of Lubbock 

7. HNI Medical Services 

8. Hopkins County Physicians Services 

9. Houston Community Health Centers, Inc. 

10. Legacy Community Health Services, Inc. 

11. Pediatric Critical Care Associates 

12. Renaissance BMI 

13. Renaissance Endocrinology 

14. Renaissance Gastroenterology 

15. Renaissance Hospitalists 

16. Renaissance Providers 

17. Renaissance Specialty Surgery 

18. South Texas Physician Alliance 

19. T.I.O.P.A., Inc. 

20. Texas & Oklahoma Preferred Provider Systems 

21. Texas Children’s Health Plan the Center 

22. Thomason Cares, Inc. 

23. Trinity Clinic 

24. United Regional Physician Group 

 

 

 

. 




