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TEXAS MEDICAL BOARD 

LICENSURE COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 

March 2, 2017 

 

The meeting was called to order 10:11 a.m. by Chair, Timothy Webb. Committee members 

present were Michael Arambula, M.D., Pharm.D., Michael Cokinos, Frank S. Denton, Kandace 

Farmer, D.O., Carlos L. Gallardo, John R. Guerra, D.O., Jayaram B Naidu, M.D. and Paulette B. 

Southard. 

 

Mr. Denton moved, Ms. Southard seconded, that the Committee close the meeting to the 

public and continue in Executive Session for deliberations concerning Agenda Items 2 and 

3a.  The motion passed. Mr. Webb announced that the meeting would be closed for 

deliberations at 10:16 a.m. concerning licensee requests, licensure applications and the character 

and fitness of applicants under the authority of The Medical Practice Act Sections 152.009 and 

155.058, Occupations Code, and that while in executive session, the Board would not take any 

action, make any decision, or vote with regard to any matter that may be considered or discussed. 

A certified agenda of any executive session will be made. 

 

The Executive Session ended at 4:15 p.m. The Licensure Committee conducted hearings to 

review licensees and applicants appearing concerning eligibility. The hearings were conducted in 

Executive Session. Following the hearings, the Committee reconvened and considered the 

applications. 

 

Agenda Item 2 - Discussion, recommendation and possible action regarding licensee 

requests.  

 

Licensee #1950 did not appear, but the Committee considered their request to return their license 

to active status. In open session, Mr. Gallardo moved that the committee recommend to the 

full Board that the licensee’s request be granted and that the licensee’s license be converted 

to an administrative license subject to standard registration requirements. This 
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recommendation is based on the licensee’s time out of the active practice of medicine. Dr. 

Guerra seconded the motion. All voted in favor. The motion passed.  

 

Licensee #1951 did not appear, but the Committee considered their request to return their license 

to active status. In open session, Mr. Denton moved that the committee recommend to the 

full Board that the licensee’s request be granted and that the licensee’s license be converted 

to an administrative license subject to standard registration requirements. This 

recommendation is based on the licensee’s time out of the active practice of medicine. Mr. 

Gallardo seconded the motion. All voted in favor. The motion passed.  

 

Licensee #2003 appeared before the Committee in executive session. In open session, Mr. 

Gallardo moved that the committee recommend to the full Board that the licensee’s request 

to return to Active Status from Retired Status be denied. This recommendation is based on 

the licensee’s time out of the active practice of medicine. Mr. Denton seconded the motion. All 

voted in favor. The motion passed.  

 

Agenda Item 3a - Applicants appearing concerning eligibility. 

 

Ms. Southard left the meeting at  4:00 p.m. 

 

Applicant #228 appeared before the Committee, with counsel, in executive session.  In open 

session, Mr. Denton moved that the committee recommend to the full Board that the 

Applicant be granted a license subject to an Agreed Order subject to the following terms 

and conditions: 

 Public referral to the Texas Physician Health Program for evaluation and 

compliance with all requirements and recommendations by the program. 

This recommendation is based upon the Applicant being disciplined by another state board, 

intemperate use of alcohol or drugs that could endanger the public and inability to practice due to 

a mental/physical condition, and action by a healthcare entity.  Mr. Gallardo seconded the 

motion. All voted in favor. The motion passed.  
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Applicant #1263 appeared before the Committee, with counsel, in executive session. In open 

session, Mr. Denton moved that the committee recommend to the full Board that the 

applicant be granted a license under a non-disciplinary remedial plan that requires:  

 Within one year from the entry of the remedial plan, enroll in and complete a 

board approved physician coaching program. 

 Within 60 days of the entry of the remedial plan, payment of a $500 

administrative fee. 

This recommendation is due to academic disciplinary action that occurred during residency. Mr. 

Gallardo seconded the motion. All voted in favor. The motion passed. 

 

Applicant #1993 appeared before the Committee in executive session. In open session, Dr. 

Guerra moved that the committee recommend to the full Board that the applicant be 

granted an unrestricted license. Mr. Cokinos seconded the motion. Dr. Guerra, Mr. 

Cokinos, Mr. Denton, Dr. Farmer, and Dr. Naidu voted in favor. Mr. Gallardo and Dr. 

Arambula voted nay. The motion passed. 

 

Applicant #1988 appeared before the Committee in executive session. In open session  Mr. 

Gallardo moved that the committee recommend to the full Board that the Applicant be 

determined ineligible for reinstatement of their license. This recommendation is due to 

unprofessional conduct and prior discipline by the Texas Medical Board, in addition to 

Applicant’s failure to prove that the reinstatement of his license is in the best interest of the 

public, as required by section 164.151 of the Texas Occupations Code. Mr. Denton seconded 

the motion. All voted in favor. The motion passed. 

 

Application #1989 appeared before the Committee, with counsel, in executive session. In open 

session, Mr. Denton moved that the committee recommend to the full Board that the 

applicant be granted a license under a non-disciplinary remedial plan that requires:  

 Within one year from the entry of the remedial plan, completion of 4 hours of 

continuing medical education in the topic of patient communication and 4 hours 

of continuing medical education in the topic of risk management approved by 

the Board. 
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 Within 60 days of the entry of the remedial plan, payment of a $500 

administrative fee. 

This recommendation is due to applicant’s unprofessional conduct related to communication 

issues during residency. Mr. Gallardo seconded the motion. Mr. Denton and Mr. Gallardo 

voted in favor. Dr. Arambula, Mr. Cokinos, Dr. Farmer, Dr. Guerra, and Dr. Naidu voted 

nay. The motion failed.  Dr. Arambula then moved that the committee recommend to the 

full Board that the applicant be granted an unrestricted license. Dr. Guerra seconded the 

motion. Dr. Arambula, Mr. Cokinos, Dr. Farmer, Dr. Guerra, and Dr. Naidu voted in 

favor. Mr. Denton and Mr. Gallardo voted nay. The motion passed. 

 

Applicant #1995 appeared before the Committee in executive session. In open session, Dr. 

Guerra moved that the committee recommend to the full Board that the applicant be 

granted an unrestricted license. Mr. Cokinos seconded the motion. Mr. Denton, Dr. 

Arambula, Mr. Cokinos, Dr. Farmer, Dr. Guerra, and Dr. Naidu voted in favor. Mr. 

Gallardo voted nay. The motion passed. 

 

Applicant #1991 appeared before the Committee, with counsel, in executive session. In open 

session, Mr. Denton moved that the committee recommend to the full Board that the 

applicant be granted a license subject to an Agreed Order subject to the following terms 

and conditions:  

 Public referral to the Texas Physician Health Program for evaluation and 

compliance with all requirements and recommendations by the program. 

This recommendation is based upon the applicant being disciplined by another state, intemperate 

use of alcohol or drugs that could endanger the public, inability to practice due to a 

mental/physical condition, action taken by a healthcare entity and unprofessional conduct. Mr. 

Gallardo seconded the motion. All voted in favor. The motion passed 

 

Applicant #1992 appeared before the Committee in executive session. In open session, Mr. 

Denton moved that the committee recommend to the full Board that the applicant be 

granted an unrestricted license. Mr. Cokinos seconded the motion. All voted in favor. The 

motion passed. 
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Applicant #1994 appeared before the Committee, with counsel, in executive session. In open 

session, Dr. Arambula moved that the committee recommend to the full Board that the 

Applicant be determined ineligible for a license due to the applicant’s academic 

disciplinary history and time out of practice.  Further, upon receipt within one calendar 

year of a request for a physician-in-training permit for a training program of at least one 

year in length that the Executive Director may grant a physician-in-training permit. Mr. 

Gallardo seconded the motion. All voted in favor. The motion passed. 

 

Applicant #1990 appeared before the Committee, with counsel, in executive session. 

In open session, Dr. Guerra moved that the committee recommend to the full Board that the 

Applicant’s appeal be granted and they be issued an unrestricted license. Mr. Cokinos 

seconded the motion. All voted in favor. The motion passed. 

 

Applicant #1996 appeared before the Committee in executive session. In open session, Mr. 

Denton moved that the committee recommend to the full Board that the applicant be 

granted an unrestricted license. Dr. Arambula seconded the motion. Mr. Denton, Dr. 

Arambula, Mr. Cokinos, Dr. Farmer, Dr. Guerra, and Dr. Naidu voted in favor. Mr. 

Gallardo voted nay. The motion passed. 

 

Applicant #1997 did not appear before the Committee. In open session, Mr. Denton moved 

that the committee recommend to the full Board that the applicant’s application for full 

licensure be deferred pending the applicant’s personal appearance before the committee at 

the next scheduled meeting.  Mr. Cokinos seconded the motion. Mr. Denton, Dr. Arambula, 

Mr. Cokinos, Dr. Farmer, Dr. Guerra, and Dr. Naidu voted in favor. Mr. Gallardo voted 

nay. The motion passed. 

 

Applicant #1998 appeared before the Committee in executive session. In open session, Mr. 

Gallardo moved that the committee recommend to the full Board that the  applicant’s 

request to renew his Temporary Medical Physicist License for a sixth time is  denied as the 

Board rules do not allow for any further renewals of the temporary license. Further 
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direction is given to the Medical Physicist Licensure Advisory Committee to review the 

rules related to this issue for possible modification. Mr. Denton seconded the motion.  Mr. 

Gallardo and Mr. Denton voted in favor. Dr. Arambula, Mr. Cokinos, Dr. Farmer, Dr. 

Guerra, Dr. Naidu and Ms. Southard voted nay. The motion failed.  

 

Dr. Arambula then moved that the committee recommend to the full Board that the 

applicant’s request be deferred until such time the Medical Physicist Licensure Advisory 

Committee review the rules and possibly makes modifications to the rules. The applicant 

can also withdraw their application and request a refund of their fee due to his ineligibility 

based on current board rules. Dr. Guerra seconded the motion.  Dr. Arambula, Mr. 

Cokinos, Dr. Farmer, Dr Guerra, Dr. Naidu and Ms. Southard voted in favor. Mr. 

Gallardo and Mr. Denton voted nay. The motion passed.  

 

Agenda Item 3b – Proposed orders offered by the Executive Director. 

Ms. Johnston reported on 4 remedial plans and 1 agreed order offered by the Executive Director 

and accepted by applicants. Dr. Arambula moved to recommend to the full Board that the 4 

remedial plans and 1 agreed order be approved. Mr. Gallardo seconded. All voted in favor. 

The motion passed.  

 

Agenda Item 3c – Physician licensure applicants to be licensed. 

There were 109 applicants who met all requirements to be considered for permanent licensure by 

the full Board. Dr. Arambula moved to recommend to the full Board that all 109 physician 

licensure applicants determined to meet eligibility requirements by staff be approved. Mr. 

Gallardo seconded the motion. All voted in favor. The motion passed. 

 

Agenda Item 3d – Surgical assistant licensure applicants to be licensed.   

There were 21 surgical assistant applicants who met all requirements to be considered for 

licensure by the full Board. Dr. Arambula moved to recommend to the full Board that all 21 

surgical assistant applicants determined to meet eligibility requirements by staff be 

approved. Mr. Gallardo seconded the motion. All voted in favor. The motion passed.   
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Agenda Item 3e – Acudetox Specialist applicants to be certified. 

There are 2 Acudetox Specialist applicants who met all requirements to be considered for 

certification by the full Board. Dr. Arambula moved to recommend to the full Board that the 

2 Acudetox applicant determined to meet eligibility requirements by staff be approved. Mr. 

Gallardo seconded the motion. All voted in favor. The motion passed.   

 

Agenda Item 4 – Report on licensure statistics. 

Ms. Johnston reported that in Quarter 1 of FY17, 917 new physician licenses were issued in an 

average processing time of 42 days.  Ms. Johnston also reported that for Quarter 2 of FY17, as of 

02/22/2017, 982 new physician licenses were issued in an average of 42 days.  

 

Agenda Item 5a – Cancellation of Licenses – Surgical Assistants. 

There are none. 

 

Agenda Item 5b – Cancellation of Licenses – Acudetox. 

There are none. 

 

Agenda Item 6a -Nonprofit Health Organizations - Applications for Initial Certification. 

There were 7 applications for initial certification as a Nonprofit Health Organization for 

approval. Mr. Gallardo moved to recommend to the full Board that the 7 requests for initial 

certification as a Nonprofit Health Organization be approved.  Dr. Arambula seconded.  

All voted in favor and the motion passed. 

 

Agenda Item 6b - Nonprofit Health Organizations - Applications for Biennial 

Recertification.  

There were 20 applications for biennial recertification as a Nonprofit Health Organization for 

approval. Dr. Arambula moved to recommend to the full Board that the 20 requests for 

biennial recertification as a Nonprofit Health Organization be approved.  Mr. Gallardo 

seconded.  All voted in favor and the motion passed. 
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Agenda Item 6c - Nonprofit Health Organizations – Cancellation of Certification.  

There were none. 

 

Agenda Item 7 - There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 5:01 p.m. 
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March 2017

Agenda Item 03d Surgical Assistant Licensure Applicants to be Licensed

1 Baker Holly

2 Bigalbal Maria Christina

3 Buitrago Annette

4 Candelaria Sally

5 Cato Victoria

6 Curd Karley Anne

7 Ellington Monica Jeansonne

8 Erik Soussi Taurek

9 Garcia Efren

10 Heath Darren Ramon

11 Lavoy Danielle Marie

12 Lewis Sara

13 Moore Sarah

14 Porrata Tony Joseph

15 Ridge Esther

16 Salazar Carlos Gustavo

17 Thomas Hockaday Jereka R

18 Webb Quentin

19 Weidman Crystal Lee

20 Zermeno Daniel Washington

21 Zhang Feng





March 2017

Agenda Item List of Applicants for Acudetox Certification

1 Murray Katelyn

2 Stanton Kathy



 

March 2017 

 

Agenda Item 6a:  Applicants for Initial Certification as Nonprofit Health Organization 

 

1. I-35 Capital Physician Group, Inc. 

2. Lumin Healthcare 

3. MacArthur Emergency Physicians Management, Inc. 

4. NextGen Wellness Group, Inc. 

5. Shifa Health 

6. Spectrum Radiologists Services, Inc. 

7. STSSH Physicians Organization 



 

March 2017 

 

Agenda Item 6b:  Applications for Biennial Recertification as Nonprofit Health 

Organizations  

 

1. AIDS Arms Physicians, Inc. 

2. AIDS Healthcare Foundation Texas, Inc. 

3. Associates in Surgical Acute Care 

4. Chambers Community Health Centers, Inc. 

5. Choice Care Clinic I, Inc. 

6. Choice Care Clinic II, Inc. 

7. Choice Care Clinic III, Inc. 

8. Community Action Corporation of South Texas  

9. Community Health Development Inc. 

10. Covenant Health Partners, Inc. 

11. Longview Wellness Center, Inc. 

12. Martin Luther King, Jr, Family Clinic, Inc. 

13. Methodist Transplant Physicians 

14. Methodist Urgent Care 

15. Permian Basin Clinical Services, Inc. 

16. Permian Physician Services Inc. 

17. Physician Associates of Southwest Dallas 

18. Richardson Physician Alliance 

19. Su Clinica Familiar 

20. The Community Health Center of Lubbock, Inc...  


