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TEXAS MEDICAL BOARD 

LICENSURE COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 

August 15, 2024 

 

The meeting was called to order at 9:34 a.m. by Roberto D. Martinez, M.D., Chair. Other Committee 

members present were Michael Cokinos, George De Loach, D.O., Tomeka Herod and James S Distefano, 

D.O. 

 

Committee members absent were Kandace B. Farmer, D.O., Jayaram B. Naidu, M.D. and Satish Nayak, 

M.D. 

 

Agenda Item 2a. Proposed orders offered by the Executive Director. 

There are none. 

 

Agenda Item 2b. Physician licensure applicants to be licensed. 

Ms. Unterborn reported that there were 330 Physician Licensure applicants who met all the requirements to be 

considered for permanent licensure by the full Board. Mr. Cokinos moved to recommend to the full Board 

that all 330 Physician Licensure applicants determined to meet eligibility requirements by staff be 

approved. Ms. Herod seconded the motion. All voted in favor and the motion passed. 

 

Agenda Item 2c. Surgical Assistant licensure applicants to be licensed.   

Ms. Unterborn reported that were 9 Surgical Assistant applicants who met all the requirements to be considered 

for licensure by the full Board. Dr. Distefano moved to recommend to the full Board that the 9 Surgical 

Assistant applicants determined to meet eligibility requirements by staff be approved. Mr. Cokinos 

seconded the motion. All voted in favor and the motion passed. 

 

Agenda Item 2d. Acudetox applicants to be certified. 

Ms. Unterborn reported that were 4 Acudetox applicants who met all the requirements to be considered for 

licensure by the full Board. Dr. De Loach moved to recommend to the full Board that the 4 Acudetox 

applicants determined to meet eligibility requirements by staff be approved. Mr. Cokinos seconded the 

motion. All voted in favor and the motion passed. 

 

Agenda Item 2e. Consideration and guidance for possible guidelines related to previously approved issues 

and issues during medical school and/or post-graduate training. 

Ms. Unterborn presented a request to the Licensure Committee for expanding staff review and approval of certain 

previously approved issues from prior applications in addition to certain issues that occurred during medical 
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school and/or postgraduate training. After discussion the Licensure Committee directed staff to follow the 

presented guidelines when reviewing applications.   

 

Agenda Item 3. Report on Physician licensure statistics. 

Non-Compact statistics: 

Ms. Unterborn reported that in Quarter 4 of FY 23, 1363 new physician licenses were issued in an average 

processing time of 22 days. In Quarter 4 of FY 24, as of 8/2/2024, 936 new physician licenses were issued in an 

average processing time of 22 days. The total for FY 24, as of 8/2/2024, 5303 new physician licenses were issued 

in an average of 19 days.  

 

Compact statistics: 

Ms. Unterborn reported that in Quarter 4 of FY 23, 384 new Compact physician licenses were issued in an average 

processing time of 9 days. In Quarter 4 of FY 24, as of 8/2/2024, 327 new Compact physician licenses were issued 

in an average processing time of 13 days. The total for FY 24, as of 8/2/2024, 1699 new Compact physician 

licenses were issued in an average of 11 days.  

 

Agenda Item 4a. Cancellation of licenses by request or for incomplete registration – Surgical Assistants. 

Ms. Unterborn reported there were 33 Surgical Assistant licenses for cancellation by request or for incomplete 

registration for approval. Ms. Herod moved to recommend to the full Board that the 33 licenses for 

cancellation be approved. Dr. Distefano seconded the motion.  All voted in favor and the motion passed. 

 

Agenda Item 4b. Cancellation of licenses by request or for incomplete registration – Acudetox.   

Ms. Unterborn reported there were 16 Acudetox licenses for cancellation by request or for incomplete registration 

for approval. Ms. Herod moved to recommend to the full Board that the 16 licenses for cancellation be 

approved. Dr. De Loach seconded the motion.  All voted in favor and the motion passed. 

 

Agenda Item 5a. Nonprofit Health Organizations - Applicants for Initial Certification. 

Ms. Unterborn reported there were 1 applicant for initial certification as a Nonprofit Health Organization for 

approval. Ms. Herod moved to recommend to the full Board that the 1 applicant for initial certification as 

a Nonprofit Health Organization be approved.  Dr. Distefano seconded the motion.  All voted in favor and 

the motion passed. 

 

Agenda Item 5b. Nonprofit Health Organizations - Requests for Biennial Recertification.  

Ms. Unterborn reported there were 6 requests for biennial recertification as a Nonprofit Health Organization for 

approval. Mr. Cokinos moved to recommend to the full Board that the 6 requests for biennial recertification 
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as a Nonprofit Health Organization be approved.  Dr. De Loach seconded the motion.  All voted in favor 

and the motion passed. 

 

Agenda Item 5c. Nonprofit Health Organizations – Cancellation of organizations certified as Nonprofit 

Health Organizations.  

There are none. 

 

Agenda Item 6. Report on renewal for Advertising Board Certification. 

Ms. Hines reported there was 1 renewal of a certifying board that is recognized for the purposes of 

Advertisement Only.  

 

Agenda Item 7. Discussion, recommendation, and possible action regarding proposed amendments to Title 

22 of the Texas Administrative Code.  

There are none. 

 

Dr. Martinez moved, and Ms. Herod seconded, that the Committee close the meeting to the public and 

continue in Executive Session for deliberations concerning Agenda Items 8 and 9.  The motion passed. Dr. 

Martinez announced that the meeting would be closed for deliberations at 9:51 a.m. concerning licensee 

requests and licensure applicants and the character and fitness of applicants under the authority of The 

Medical Practice Act Sections 152.009 and 155.058, Occupations Code, and that while in executive session, 

the Board would not take any action, make any decision, or vote with regard to any matter that may be 

considered or discussed. A certified agenda of any executive session will be made. 

 

The Executive Session ended at 11:01 a.m. The Licensure Committee conducted hearings to review licensee 

requests and licensure applicants appearing concerning eligibility. The hearings were conducted in Executive 

Session. Following the hearings, the Committee reconvened and considered the licensee requests and licensure 

applications. 

 

Agenda Item 8. Licensee requests. 

Applicant #2611 appeared before the Committee in executive session. In open session, Dr. De Loach moved 

that the committee recommend to the full Board that the Applicant’s request to return their license to 

active status be granted. Dr. Distefano seconded the motion. All voted in favor and the motion passed. 

 

Agenda Item 9. Applicants appearing concerning eligibility. 

Applicant #2613 appeared before the Committee, with counsel, in executive session. In open session, Mr. 

Cokinos moved that the committee recommend to the full Board that the Applicant be granted an 
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unrestricted PIT (Physician In Training) Permit. Ms. Herod seconded the motion. All voted in favor and 

the motion passed. 

 

Agenda Item 10. Applicants for Advertising Board Certification. 

 

Applicant #2606 representatives from the American Board of Obesity Medicine appeared for consideration 

of their application for Advertising Board Certification. Dr. Distefano moved that the committee recommend 

to the full Board that the Applicant be approved under Chapter §164.4 of the Board rules, and physicians 

certified by the applicant be authorized to advertise their specialty board certification.  Mr. Cokinos 

seconded the motion. All voted in favor and the motion passed.  

 

Agenda Item 11. Adjourn. 

There being no further business, Ms. Herod moved to adjourn the meeting. Dr. De Loach seconded the 

motion.  All voted in favor and the motion passed. The meeting was adjourned at 11:19 a.m. 
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Agenda Item 5a:  Applications for Initial Certification as a Nonprofit Health Organization 
 

1) TMC Medical Associates 



 
5b Applications for Recertification as a Nonprofit Health Organization 
 

1. Los Barrios Unidos Community Clinic, Inc. 
2. Mission Doctors Group 
3. Midsouth Transitions Medical Group 
4. Pedi-Ortho Health Corporation 
5. Shackelford County Community Resource Center 
6. Texas Palliative Care 
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