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Imran A. Dar, M.D. 

Imran A. Dar, M.D., of Houston is an Associate Professor and Interventional Cardiologist at UT Health – Center 
for Advanced Cardiology. He is a member of the American Medical Association, American College of Cardiology 
and the American Heart Association. Dar received a Bachelor of Arts in Biology from West Virginia University 
and a Doctor of Medicine from the West Virginia School of Medicine. 

 
David D. Davila, D.O. 

Dr. David D. Davila, D.O., of Cypress is a board certified cosmetic and general surgeon 
in Houston and has been medical director for Houston Cosmetic Surgery Center for 
the last ten years. He received his bachelor’s and master’s degree from Baylor 
University at Waco and earned his medical degree from University of North Texas 
Health Science Center at Fort Worth. Dr. Davila is a Fellow of the American College of 
Osteopathic Surgeons and the American Academy of Cosmetic Surgery; he is a 
member of the American Society of Cosmetic Breast Surgery, American Osteopathic 
Association, Texas Osteopathic Medical Association, and Texas Medical Association.  
 
 

 

Mark Hobson 

Mark Hobson of Houston is retired and has more than 46 years of experience in the 
furniture industry. He is an advisory board member of the Neuhaus Education Center 
and a volunteer for the Christian Community Service Center. Additionally, he is the 
former president of the Royden Oaks Association Of Property Owners and a former 
member of the board of directors for the Briar Club. Hobson received a Bachelor of 
Arts in Public Administration from Stephen F. Austin State University. 
 

 

Sheela L. Lahoti, M.D. 

Sheela L. Lahoti, M.D., of Houston is the Associate Dean of Admissions and Student 
Affairs at the McGovern Medical School at The University of Texas Health Science 
Center at Houston, where she also serves as a Professor of pediatrics. She is a member 
of the American Academy of Pediatrics. Lahoti received a Bachelor of Science in Biology 
from the University of Miami and a Doctor of Medicine from the University of Miami 
School of Medicine. 
 
 
 
 



Kimberly R. Phillips, J.D. 

Kimberly R. Phillips, J.D., of Houston is the General Counsel for Global Litigation at 
Shell Oil Company. She is a member of the National Bar Association, Houston Bar 
Association, State Bar of Texas, and the Institute for Energy Law and a former director 
and alumni for the Texas Lyceum Association. Phillips received a Bachelor of Science 
in Criminal Justice Administration from Central Missouri State University and a Juris 
Doctor degree from the Thurgood Marshall School of Law at Texas Southern 
University. 
 

 
 
 
 
Rajesh G. Shenava, M.D. 
 
Rajesh G. Shenava, M.D. of Houston is a nephrologist, who has been in private practice 
since 2010, and is a member of the American Society of Nephrology. Following his 
training at Tulane University, Shenava previously served as a faculty member at the 
Louisiana State School of Medicine. Shenava received a Bachelor of Medicine and 
Bachelor of Surgery from Mangalore University Kasturba Medical College, and a Doctor 
of Medicine from Kuvempu University J.J.M. Medical College. 
 
 
 
 
Laurel E.P. Simmons 
 
Laurel E.P. Simmons of Houston is a clinical assistant professor at the University of 
Houston Law Center. Simmons previously worked as an attorney with WimerHale, 
clerked for the Chief Judge on the Northern District of Georgia, and served as a Special 
United States Attorney for the Eastern District of Texas. Additionally, she served on 
multiple nonprofit boards. Simmons received a Bachelor of Arts in English from Wake 
Forest University and a Doctor of Jurisprudence from Stanford Law School. 
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Lewis J. Benavides, SPHR  

Lewis J. Benavides, SPHR, of Crossroads recently retired as the Senior Associate 
Vice President for Human Resources and Chief Human Resources Officer at Texas 
Woman’s University. He previously served six years as a Commissioner of the 
Texas Department of Licensing and Regulation, before being appointed to the 
Texas Medical Board in 2012. He is a member of the National Museum of the 
Pacific War, and the Admiral Nimitz Foundation. Benavides received a Bachelor 
of Business Administration in Management from Southwest Texas State 
University. 

 
 

 

Kristen L. Cox 

Kristen Cox, of College Station, is president and chief executive officer of 
Checkpoint Services, Inc., and 12th Man Technology. She served for 12 years as 
a gubernatorial appointee on the Texas Council for Developmental Disabilities. 
She was a founding board member of El Paso Children’s Hospital and served on 
the El Paso Children’s Hospital Foundation board. Previously, she served on the 
boards of Make-A-Wish of El Paso, National Center for Missing & Exploited 
Children, Alzheimer’s Association, and Rotary Clubs of College Station and El 
Paso. Cox received a Bachelor of Science in Engineering from Texas A&M 
University and a Master of Business Administration from The University of Texas 
at Dallas. 
 

 

 

Angela A. Downes, J.D. 

Angela A. Downes, J.D., of Irving is a Law Professor at The University of Texas – 
Dallas College of Law. She is a Texas Bar Fellow and a member of the American Bar 
Association, State Bar of Texas, Dallas Bar Association, Texas Mediation 
Credentialing Association, and the Association of Attorney Mediators. Downes 
received a Bachelor of Arts from Mercer University and a Juris Doctor degree from 
Texas A&M University School of Law, formerly Texas Wesleyan University School 
of Law. 
 
 

 

 



Penelope Duke Miggins, M.D. 

Penelope Duke Miggins, M.D. of the Woodlands is a private practicing 
anesthesiologist. She is a diplomate of the American Board of Anesthesiology and a 
member of the Texas Medical Association (TMA) and The American Society of 
Anesthesiologists. Additionally, she is a member of the Committee for Professional 
Development and chair of the Committee for Office-Based Anesthesiology for the 
Texas Society of Anesthesiologists. Duke received a Bachelor of Arts and a Doctor of 
Medicine from the University of Missouri-Kansas City School of Medicine. She 
completed her residency and fellowship at The University of Texas (UT) 
Southwestern. 
 

Tejas V. Ozarkar, M.D. 

Tejas V. Ozarkar, M.D. of Denton County is the medical director at Riordan Medical 
Institute and an interventional pain physician at Tarpon Interventional Pain and Spine 
Care. He is a board member of the American Academy/Association of Orthopedic 
Medicine and a member of the TMA, Collin-Fannin County Medical Society, and Texas 
Pain Society. Ozarkar received a Bachelor of Science in Accounting from Texas Tech 
University (TTU) and a Doctor of Medicine from the TTU Health Sciences Center 
School of Medicine. He completed his residency at the University of Pennsylvania and 
fellowship at TTU Health Sciences Center School of Medicine. 
 

Ivan D. Rovner, M.D. 

Ivan D. Rovner, M.D., of Plano is the President and Managing Partner of North Texas 
Obstetrics and Gynecology Associates. He is a member of the American College of 
Obstetrics and Gynecology, American Board of Obstetrics and Gynecology, Texas 
Medical Association, and the Collin-Fannin County Medical Society. Rovner received 
a Bachelor of Science in General Sciences and Doctor of Medicine from the 
University of Iowa.  
 

 

 

Robert B. Simonson, D.O. 

Robert B. Simonson, D.O., of Duncanville is an Associate Professor of Emergency 
Medicine at The University of Texas Southwestern Medical Center. He is a member 
of the American College of Emergency Physicians, American Medical Association, 
American Society of Clinical Pathologists, National Association of Emergency 
Medical Services Physicians, Texas Medical Association, and the Southern Medical 
Association. Simonson received a Doctor of Osteopathic Medicine from the 
University of North Texas Health Science Center. 
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Ogechika K. “Oge” Alozie, M.D. 

Ogechika “Oge” Alozie, M.D., of El Paso is an independent infectious diseases 
physician in El Paso Texas. He is a member of the Infectious Diseases Society of 
America, Texas Medical Association, American College of Physicians, and the El 
Paso County Medical Society, and is board certified in Clinical Informatics. 
Additionally, he serves as a gubernatorial appointee on the Task Force on 
Infectious Disease and Preparedness and Response Task Force. Alozie received a 
Master’s of Public Health from the University of Minnesota – Twin Cities and a 
Bachelor of Medicine and Bachelor of Surgery from the University of Benin 
Medical School. 
 
 

 

 

Michael N. Burley 

Michael Burley of Southlake is currently the Regional Administrator for Region 
VI at the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development. Prior to his 
current appointment, he served in the White House as Deputy Assistant to the 
President and Deputy Director of the Office of Presidential Personnel. Burley 
received a Bachelor of Arts in Political Science from Clemson University. 
 
 

 

 

 

Celeste Caballero, M.D. 

Celeste Caballero, M.D., of Lubbock is a pediatrician with Covenant Medical Group. 
She is a member of the American Academy of Pediatrics and the Texas Medical 
Association. Caballero received a Bachelor of Arts in Biology from The University of 
Texas at Austin and a Doctor of Medicine from The University of Texas 
Southwestern Medical School. 
 
 

 



Taylor A. Gillig 

Taylor Gillig of Arlington is the Chief Executive Officer and Co-Founder of The 
Cookery. He is a United States Marine combat veteran and served as an Infantry 
Officer in Afghanistan. He is a member of the Greater Arlington Chamber of 
Commerce, Professional Chapter of the Adam Smith Society, American Legion, 
and The Elks. Gillig received a Bachelor of Arts in History from the University of 
California – Santa Barbara and a Master of Business Administration in Finance 
and Strategy from Southern Methodist University. 
 
 

 

 

Mindi L. McLain 

Mindi McLain of Amarillo is a partner and attorney with Wright Law TX, PLLC. 
She is a member of the State Bar of Texas, Amarillo Area Bar Association, and 
Texas Panhandle Women. Additionally, she serves on the West Texas A&M 
University Enterprise Center Executive Council and is vice president of the 
Board of Directors of the Texas Panhandle Regional Development Corporation. 
McLain received a Bachelor of Science degree in Psychology from Texas A&M 
University and a Juris Doctor degree from Texas Tech University School of Law. 
 
 

 

 

 

Gabrielle H. Rich, D.O. 

Gabrielle Rich, D.O., of Big Spring is an obstetrician and gynecologist with 
the Scenic Mountain Medical Group. She is a member of the American 
College of Obstetrics and Gynecology, Texas Medical Association, and the 
Midland Rape Crisis and Children’s Advocacy Center. Rich received a 
Bachelor of Science in Neuroscience from Tulane University and a Doctor 
of Osteopathic Medicine from Kansas City University. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



 

Surendra Varma, M.D. 

Surendra Varma, M.D. of Lubbock is the executive associate dean for graduate 
medical education at the Texas Tech University Health Sciences Center (TTUHSC) 
and is a Grover E. Murray Professor and Ted Hartman Endowed Chair in Medical 
Education at TTUHSC. He is an associate editor for Advances in Pediatrics, editorial 
board member for the Journal of Clinical Endocrinology and Metabolism, and a 
member of the American Pediatric Society, Society for Pediatric Research, 
Endocrine Society, and the Council on Graduate Medical Education for the Health 
Resources & Services Administration. He is a member and former president of the 
American Diabetes Association and a member and former Texas affiliate chair of endocrinology for the 
American Academy of Pediatrics. Previously, he served as a gubernatorial appointee on the TMB District Three 
Review Committee for six years, TMB for five years, and the Task Force on Infectious Disease Preparedness and 
Response for four years. Varma received a Bachelor of Science in Physics, Chemistry, Biology and English from 
the University of Lucknow, and a Bachelor of Medicine, a Bachelor of Surgery, and a Doctor of Medicine in 
Pediatrics from King George Medical University (KGMU). He has received honorary Doctorate (DSc) from KGMU 
and Honorary Fellowship (FRCP) from Royal College of Physicians. 
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Mary “Kelly” Green, M.D. 

Mary “Kelly” Green, M.D. of Marble Falls is an eye surgeon and owner of a private practice ophthalmology 
business. She is a member of the Texas Medical Association, Burnet Llano Lampasas County Medical Society, 
American Academy of Ophthalmology, and Marble Falls Education Foundation. Additionally, she is an oral 
board examiner for the American Board of Ophthalmology and former volunteer with the United States Peace 
Corps. Green received a Bachelor of Science in Chemistry from Trinity University and a Doctor of Medicine from 
the UT Health Science Center at San Antonio. 
 
 
Bobby W. Marek, M.D. 
 
Bobby W. Marek, M.D. of Brenham is an Internist at Baylor Scott & White – the 
Brenham Clinic. He is a Fellow of the American College of Physicians and a 
member of the Texas Medical Association. Additionally, he is the Secretary and 
Treasurer of the Washington-Burleson County Medical Society. Marek received a 
Bachelor of Science in Biology from Texas A&M University and a Doctor of 
Medicine from the University of Texas Medical Branch. 
 
 
 
 
 
Chris Putnam, Ph.D. 
 
Chris Putnam, Ph.D. of Spicewood is a licensed marriage and family therapist 
associate at HiveZen Family Therapy. He is a member of the Texas Association for 
Marriage and Family Therapy, National Alliance for Children’s Grief, Texas Funeral 
Directors Association, and Association for Death Education and Counseling. 
Putnam received a Bachelor of Arts and Master of Business Administration from 
Ottawa University, Master of Arts in Marriage and Family Therapy from National 
University, and a Doctor of Philosophy in Business Administration from 
Northcentral University. 
 
 
 
Shirlene J. Samuel, D.O. 
 
Shirlene J. Samuel, D.O. of Austin is a board-certified pediatrician at Austin Regional Clinic. She is a member of 
the American Association of Pediatrics and the American Osteopathic Association. Additionally, she serves in 
the children’s ministry at Red Rocks Church Austin and has served as a gubernatorial appointee on the Review 
Committee for two years. Samuel received a Bachelor of Science in Microbiology from the University of 
Oklahoma and a Doctor of Osteopathic Medicine from A.T. Still University. She completed her residency at 
Oklahoma State University. 
 
 



Ruth Villarreal 
 
Ruth Villarreal of Mission is the owner of Ruth Villarreal Insurance Agency. She is 
a board member of the South Texas Independent School District, and has 
participated as a sponsor for many Hidalgo County charitable and community 
organizations including the Breast Cancer Awareness Walk, the Diabetes 
Awareness Fair, as well as various school and community food drives. Villarreal 
received a Bachelor of Architecture from the University of Houston. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Andrew J. “Jimmy” Widmer, M.D. 
 
Andrew “Jimmy” Widmer, M.D., of Belton is a General Internist for Baylor 
Scott and White Health. He is a member of the American College of 
Physicians, Texas Medical Association, and the Bell County Medical Society. 
Widmer received a Bachelor of Science in Biomedical Science from Texas 
A&M University, Master of Medical Sciences from the University of North 
Texas Health Science Center, Master of Public Health and Doctor of 
Medicine from the Texas A&M Health Science Center. 
 
 
 

Glena Yates 
 
Glena Yates of Horseshoe Bay is the former president of the Central Texas Land Titles, Inc. She is a board 
member of the Hill Country Children’s Advocacy Center and the former president of the Texas Wine & Grape 
Growers Association. Yates received a Bachelor of Science in Biology from The University of Texas (UT) at 
Austin. 
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