TEXAS PHYSICIAN ASSISTANT BOARD

LICENSURE COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES
July 17, 2015

The meeting was called to order at 9:03 a.m. by the Chair, Teralea Jones, PA-C. Committee

members present were Jason P. Cooper, PA-C, Michael D. Reis, M.D., and Blayne Rush.

Agenda Item 2 — Discussion, recommendation, and possible action regarding licensure
applicants referred to the Licensure Committee by the Executive Director for

determination of eligibility of licensure.

Applicant #1450 appeared before the Committee, with counsel, on referral by the Executive
Director. The applicant and counsel presented a brief summary and the Committee members
asked questions. Ms. Cooper moved to recommend to the full Board that the applicant be
granted a Texas physician assistant supervised temporary license with an expiration date
that will allow the applicant to obtain at least 20 hours a week supervised practice for at
least 40 weeks in a 12-month period, subject to the following restrictions: that the applicant
work full time, only in a setting that provides continuous full-time, on-site physician
supervision; the applicant be restricted from prescribing controlled substances; the
supervising physician shall submit, quarterly reports regarding the applicant’s work
performance; the supervising physician shall submit, one month prior to the temporary
license expiring, a log showing time worked regarding the applicant’s work performance.
If the evaluations are favorable, the applicant’s name may be placed on a list of applicants
who have met all requirements for licensure to be considered at the following board
meeting; if the evaluation is unsatisfactory, the applicant will be required to appear at the
following Board meeting for reconsideration of the application. This recommendation is due
to the applicant’s failure to meet the terms of the Supervised Temporary License initially offered

in November 2013. Dr Reis seconded the motion. All voted in favor. The motion passed.



Applicant #1675 appeared before the Committee on referral by the Executive Director. The
applicant presented a brief summary and the Committee members asked questions. Mr. Cooper
moved to recommend to the full Board that the applicant be granted a Texas physician
assistant supervised temporary license with an expiration date that will allow the applicant
to obtain at least 20 hours a week supervised practice for at least 40 weeks in a 12-month
period, subject to the following restrictions: that the applicant work full time, only in a
setting that provides continuous full-time, on-site physician supervision; the applicant be
restricted from prescribing controlled substances; the supervising physician shall submit,
quarterly reports regarding the applicant’s work performance; the supervising physician
shall submit, one month prior to the temporary license expiring, a log showing time worked
regarding the applicant’s work performance. If the evaluations are favorable, the
applicant’s name may be placed on a list of applicants who have met all requirements for
licensure to be considered at the following board meeting; if the evaluation is
unsatisfactory, the applicant will be required to appear at the following Board meeting for
reconsideration of the application. This recommendation is due to the applicant’s failure to
meet the terms of the Supervised Temporary License initially offered in May 2014. Dr Reis

seconded the motion. All voted in favor. The motion passed.

Agenda Item 3 - Discussion, recommendation, and possible action regarding review of
Physician Assistant applications for permanent licensure. There were 185 applicants and 8
re-licensure applicants who met all requirements to be considered for permanent licensure by the
full Board. During discussion Mr. Cooper and Mr. Rush directed Board staff to have the list of
licensure applicants approved by the Executive Director available seven days prior to the
Licensure Committee meeting and that any additions to the list be provided as a late update
notice. Dr. Rush moved to recommend to the full board that all 185 applicants and 8 re-
licensure applicants be approved for permanent licensure. Dr Reis seconded the motion.

All voted in favor and the motion passed.



Agenda Item 4 — Proposed Orders Offered by the Executive Director — Ms. Johnston
reported on two physician assistant licensure orders offered by the Executive Director and
accepted by the applicants. Dr. Reis moved to recommend to the full Board that both orders

be approved. Mr. Rush seconded. All voted in favor and the motion passed.

Agenda Item 5 - Report on physician assistant licensure process statistics — Ms. Johnston
reported that 144 PA licenses were issued in the third quarter of Year 2015 and were completed
in an average of 19 days.

Agenda Item 6 - Discussion, recommendation, and possible action regarding board rules:
a. 8185.4 — Procedural Rules for Licensure Applicants

Dr. Reis moved to recommend to the full Board that the rule be published in the Texas

Register as presented for public comment. Mr. Rush seconded. All voted in favor. The

motion passed.

Agenda Item 7 - There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 9:47 a.m.
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Agenda ltem 04 — Proposed orders offered by the Executive Director

July 2015
Applicant # Type of Application Type of Order
1686 Physician Assistant Licensure Agreed Order

1698 Physician Assistant Licensure Agreed Order



TEXAS MEDICAL BOARD RULES
Texas Administrative Code, Title 22, Part 9

Proposed Changes
Chapter 185 Proposed for Publication

Physician Assistants
Page 1 of 2

185.4 Procedural Rules for Licensure Applicants
(a) — (b) — unchanged

() [¢#}-All physician assistant applicants shall provide sufficient documentation to the board
that the applicant has, on a full-time basis, actively practiced as a physician assistant, has been a
student at an acceptable approved physician assistant program, or has been on the active teaching
faculty of an acceptable approved physician assistant program, within either of the last two years
preceding receipt of an application for licensure. The term "full-time basis," for purposes of this
section, shall mean at least 20 hours per week for 40 weeks duration during a given year.
Applicants who are unable to demonstrate active practice on a full time basis may, in the
discretion of the board, be eligible for an unrestricted license or a restricted license subject to one
or more of the following conditions or restrictions as set forth in paragraphs (1) - (4) of this
subsection:

(1) completion of specified continuing medical education hours approved for Category 1 credits
by a CME sponsor approved by the American Academy of Physician Assistants;

(2) limitation and/or exclusion of the practice of the applicant to specified activities of the
practice as a physician assistant;

(3) remedial education; and

(4) such other remedial or restrictive conditions or requirements which, in the discretion of the
board are necessary to ensure protection of the public and minimal competency of the applicant
to safely practice as a physician assistant.




(d) The executive director shall report to the board the names of all applicants determined to be
ineligible for licensure, together with the reasons for each recommendation. An applicant
deemed ineligible for licensure by the executive director may within 20 days of receipt of such
notice request a review of the executive director’s recommendation by a committee of the board,
to be conducted in accordance with §187.13 of this title (relating to Informal Board Proceedings
Relating to Licensure Eligibility), and the executive director may refer any application to said
committee for a recommendation concerning eligibility. If the committee finds the applicant
ineligible for licensure, such recommendation, together with the reasons therefore, shall be
submitted to the board. The applicant shall be notified of the panel or committee's determination
and given the option to appeal the determination of ineligibility to the State Office of
Administrative Hearings (SOAH) or accept the determination of ineligibility. An applicant has
20 days from the date the applicant receives notice of the board's determination of ineligibility to
submit a written response to the board indicating one of those two options. If the applicant does
not within 20 days of receipt of such notice submit a response either accepting the determination
of ineligibility or providing notice of his or her intent to appeal the determination of ineligibility,
the lack of such response shall be deemed as the applicant’s acceptance of the board's
ineligibility determination. If the applicant timely notifies the board of his or her intent to appeal
the board's ineligibility determination to SOAH, a contested case before SOAH will be initiated
only in accordance with §187.24 of this title (relating to Pleadings). The applicant shall comply
with all other provisions relating to formal proceedings as set out in this title Chapter 187
Subchapter C (relating to Formal Board Proceedings at SOAH). If the applicant does not timely
comply with such provisions, or if prior to the initiation of a contested case at SOAH, the
applicant withdraws his or her notice of intent to appeal the board's ineligibility determination to
SOAH, the applicant’s failure to take timely action or withdrawal shall be deemed acceptance of
the board's ineligibility determination. The committee may refer any application for
determination of eligibility to the full board. All reports received or gathered by the board on
each applicant are confidential and are not subject to disclosure under the Public Information
Act. The board may disclose such reports to appropriate licensing authorities in other states.

Remainder of rule unchanged



