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TEXAS MEDICAL BOARD 

LICENSURE COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 

December 3, 2015 

 

The meeting was called to order 8:02 a.m. on December 3, 2015 by Chair, Timothy Webb. 

Committee members present were Michael Arambula, M.D., Pharm.D., Frank S. Denton; 

John D. Ellis, Jr; Carlos Gallardo; John R Guerra, D.O., and Robert B. Simonson, D.O.  

 

Mr. Gallardo moved, Dr. Arambula seconded, that the Committee close the meeting 

to the public and continue in Executive Session for deliberations concerning Agenda 

item 2a.  The motion passed. Mr. Webb announced that the meeting would be closed for 

deliberations at 8:04 a.m. concerning licensure applications and the character and fitness of 

applicants under the authority of The Medical Practice Act Sections 152.009 and 155.058, 

Occupations Code, and that while in executive session, the Board would not take any 

action, make any decision, or vote with regard to any matter that may be considered or 

discussed. A certified agenda of any executive session will be made. 

 

The Executive Session ended at 12:37 p.m.  

 

The Licensure Committee conducted hearings to review applicants and licensees appearing 

concerning eligibility. The hearings were conducted in Executive Session. Following the 

hearings, the Committee reconvened and considered the applications. 

 

Agenda Item 2a - Applicants appearing concerning eligibility 

 

Applicant #1153 appeared before the Committee, with counsel, in executive session. In 

open session, Dr. Arambula moved that the committee recommend to the full Board 

that the applicant be granted an unrestricted license. Dr. Guerra seconded the 

motion. All others voted in favor. The motion passed.   
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Applicant #1735 appeared before the Committee, with counsel, in executive session. In 

open session, Mr. Ellis moved that the committee recommend to the full Board that 

the applicant’s appeal is denied and the original determination of ineligibility stands.  

This recommendation is due to the applicant’s failure to meet statutory requirements for 

licensure.  Dr. Arambula seconded the motion. All voted in favor. The motion passed.  

 

Applicant #1737 appeared before the Committee, with counsel, in executive session.  In 

open session, Dr. Simonson moved that the committee recommend to the full Board 

that the applicant be granted an unrestricted license.  Dr. Arambula seconded the 

motion. All voted in favor. The motion passed. 

 

Applicant #1738 appeared before the Committee in executive session.  In open session, 

Mr. Gallardo moved that the committee recommend to the full Board that the 

applicant’s appeal is denied and the original determination of ineligibility stands.  

This recommendation is due to the applicant’s failure to meet statutory requirements for 

licensure.  Dr. Arambula seconded the motion. All voted in favor.  

 

Applicant #1739 appeared before the Committee in executive session.  In open session, 

Mr. Denton moved that the committee recommend to the full Board that the 

Applicant be determined ineligible for a license. This recommendation is due to 

disciplinary action taken by a health care entity.  Further, Mr. Denton moved to 

recommend to the full Board that upon receipt within one calendar year of a request 

for a physician-in-training permit for an accredited training program of at least one 

year in length that the Executive Director may grant a physician training permit.  

Mr. Gallardo seconded the motion.  All voted in favor. The motion passed. 

 

Applicant #1746 appeared before the Committee in executive session. In open session, 

Dr. Arambula moved that the committee recommend to the full Board that the 
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applicant be determined ineligible for a license. This recommendation is based on 

disciplinary action taken by a health care entity, submitting a false statement to the Board, 

and unprofessional conduct.  Dr. Simonson seconded the motion. All voted in favor. 

The motion passed. 

 

Applicant #1752 appeared before the Committee, in executive session. In open session, 

Mr. Gallardo  moved that the committee recommend to the full Board that the 

Applicant be determined ineligible for  a license. This recommendation is due to 

disciplinary action taken by a health care entity and submitting a false statement to the 

Board.  Further, Mr. Gallardo moved that the committee recommend to the full 

Board that upon receipt within one calendar year of a request for a physician-in-

training permit for an accredited training program of at least one year in length that 

the Executive Director may grant a physician training permit. Dr. Arambula 

seconded the motion. All voted in favor. The motion passed. 

 

Applicant #1755 appeared before the Committee, with counsel and licensure 

representative, in executive session. In open session, Dr. Guerra moved that the 

committee recommend to the full Board that the Applicant’s appeal is denied and the 

original recommendation by the Executive Director stands.  This recommendation is 

based on the applicant’s time out of practice. Mr. Denton seconded the motion. All 

voted in favor. The motion passed. 

 

Applicant #1756 appeared before the Committee in executive session. In open session Dr. 

Arambula moved that the committee recommend to the full Board that the 

Applicant’s appeal is denied and the original determination of ineligibility stands. 

This recommendation is due to the applicant’s failure to meet statutory requirements for 

licensure. Mr. Gallardo seconded the motion. All voted in favor. The motion passed. 
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Applicant #1757 appeared before the Committee in executive session. In open session, 

Mr. Denton moved that the committee recommend to the full Board that the 

applicant be granted a fourth attempt at the Texas Medical Jurisprudence Exam, to 

be taken within 60 days.  Dr. Arambula seconded the motion. All other voted in 

favor. The motion passed. 

 

Applicant #1760 appeared before the Committee in executive session. In open session, 

Dr. Guerra moved that the committee recommend to the full Board that the 

Applicant’s appeal is denied and the original determination of ineligibility stands.  

This recommendation is due to the applicant’s failure to meet statutory requirements for 

licensure.  Dr. Arambula seconded the motion. All other voted in favor. The motion 

passed. 

 

Item 2b - Proposed orders offered by the Executive Director –Ms. Johnston reported 

on 14 physician licensure remedial plans and agreed orders offered by the Executive 

Director and accepted by applicants. Dr. Arambula moved to recommend to the full 

Board that the remedial plans and orders be approved. Mr. Gallardo seconded. All 

voted in favor. The motion passed. 

 

Item 2c – Physician licensure applicants to be licensed. There were 121 applicants who 

met all requirements to be considered for permanent licensure by the full Board. Dr. 

Arambula moved to recommend to the full Board that all 121 physician licensure 

applicants determined to meet eligibility requirements by staff be approved. Mr. 

Gallardo seconded the motion. All voted in favor. The motion passed. 

 

Item 2d – Surgical assistant licensure applicants to be licensed.  There were 9 surgical 

assistant applicants who met all requirements to be considered for licensure by the full 

Board. Dr. Arambula moved to recommend to the full Board that all 9 surgical 
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assistant applicants determined to meet eligibility requirements by staff be approved. 

Dr. Simonson seconded the motion. All voted in favor. The motion passed.   

 

Agenda Item 2e – Acudetox applicants for certification – There were 2 acudetox 

applicants who met all requirements to be considered for certification by the full Board. 

Dr. Arambula moved to recommend to the full Board that all 2 acudetox applicants 

determined to meet eligibility requirements by staff be approved. Dr. Guerra 

seconded the motion. All voted in favor. The motion passed.   

 

Agenda Item 3 – There was no agenda item 3  

 

Agenda Item 4 – Report on physician licensure statistics.  Ms. Johnston reported that 

for FY15 4,295 new physician licenses were issued, which was an 8% increase from 

FY14. Ms. Johnston also reported that the average time to complete physician licensure 

applications during FY15 was 39 days.  

 

Agenda Item 5 - Discussion, recommendation, and possible action regarding 

cancellation of licenses by request for incomplete registration.  There were none 

 

 

Agenda Item 6a - Discussion, recommendation, and possible action regarding 

Nonprofit Health Organizations: Applicants for initial certification.  There were 8 

applications for initial certification as a Nonprofit Health Organization for approval. Dr. 

Arambula moved to recommend to the full Board that the 8 requests for initial 

certification as a Nonprofit Health Organization be approved.  Mr. Gallardo 

seconded.  All voted in favor and the motion passed. 

 

Agenda Item 6b - Discussion, recommendation, and possible action regarding 

Nonprofit Health Organizations: Requests for biennial recertification - There was 1 
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application for biennial recertification as a Nonprofit Health Organization for approval. 

Dr. Arambula moved to recommend to the full Board that the 1 request for biennial 

recertification as a Nonprofit Health Organization be approved. Mr. Denton 

seconded.  All voted in favor and the motion passed. 

 

Agenda Item 6c - Discussion, recommendation, and possible action regarding 

Nonprofit Health Organizations: Cancellation of organizations certified as Nonprofit 

Health Organizations. There was 1 application for cancellation as a Nonprofit Health 

Organization for approval. Dr. Arambula moved to recommend to the full Board that 

the 1 request for cancellation as a Nonprofit Health Organization be approved. Mr. 

Gallardo seconded.  All voted in favor and the motion passed. 

 

Agenda Item 7 – Report on statistics of ineligibility determinations due to 

unaccredited clerkships for graduates of Ross Medical School.  Ms. Johnston reported 

that since September 1, 2014 the Board has received 261 licensure applications from Ross 

Medical School graduates.  Of those 261 applicants 26 have been determined ineligible for 

licensure due to unapproved clinical clerkships.  Ms. Johnston also reported that the Board 

has licensed 63 graduates of Ross Medical since September 1, 2015 and of that group all 

but four applicants were board certified, so clerkships were not a factor in their eligibility.  

The remaining applicants have pending or expired applications.   

 

Agenda Item 8 - Discussion, recommendation, and possible action regarding the 

substantial equivalence of Ross Medical School.  Mr. Freshour and Ms. Johnston 

presented the curriculum of Ross Medical School, which has included a course titled 

Advanced Intro to Clinical Medicine.  In the past Ross graduates had taken this course in 

the United States, requiring compliance with Board rule and statute related to courses 

performed in the United States by foreign medical school graduates. Recently staff has 

discovered Ross Medical School Graduates who have completed the Advanced Intro to 

Clinical Medicine on the island of Domica where Ross is located.  Board staff requested 
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direction from the Committee as to whether a course that has never been accepted when 

performed in the United States would be considered acceptable as part of medical 

education if performed in the country where the medical school was located. The 

Committee directed Board staff to research the issue further and to present the findings at 

the following Board meeting.       

 

Agenda Item 9 - Discussion, recommendation, and possible action regarding specialty 

certification boards using web monitoring to proctor certification exams.  At the June 

11, 2015 Licensure Committee meeting it was presented to the Board that the American 

Board of Pediatrics inquired about using web monitoring to proctor their recertification 

exams and whether this would meet Board rule regarding monitoring.  Ms. Johnston 

presented the research done by Board staff and according to information provided by the 

American Board of Medical Specialties (ABMS) only three member boards are currently 

piloting remote proctoring of their current recertification examinations. The remaining 21 

boards do not have plans to use remote proctoring anytime in the near future.  The 

Committee directed Board staff to continue with the current requirements regarding 

monitored/proctored exams and to not accept web monitored certification exams for 

licensure purposes.  

 

Mr. Denton asked that the issue of accredited educational programs for surgical assistants 

be revisited, specifically in terms of possible remedies for programs that lose accreditation 

during an applicant’s attendance. Mr. Denton stated that he understood current staff 

resources did not allow for research into the issue at this time, but wished to discuss it as 

an agenda item in the future.  

 

Agenda Item 10 - There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 1:37 

p.m. 

 

 



 
 
December 2015 
 
 
Agenda Item 02b – Proposed orders offered by the Executive Director 
 
 
Applicant #   Type of Application   Type of Licensure Order 
1713    Physician Licensure    Remedial Plan 
1733    Physician Licensure    Remedial Plan 
1734    Physician Licensure    Remedial Plan 
1742    Physician Licensure    Remedial Plan 
1745    Physician Licensure    Remedial Plan 
1747    Physician Licensure    Agreed Order 
1748    Physician Licensure    Agreed Order 
1749    Physician Licensure    Agreed Order 
1753    Physician Licensure    Remedial Plan 
1754    Physician Licensure    Remedial Plan 
1758    Physician Licensure    Remedial Plan 
1759    Physician Licensure  (Telemedicine)  Remedial Plan 
1761    Physician Licensure    Agreed Order 
1762    Physician Licensure    Agreed Order 
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December 2015

Agenda Item 02d Surgical Assistant Licensure Applicants to be Licensed

1 Bonilla Elmer Otoniel

2 Davis Norman Kennedy

3 Kamelhar Aaron Paul

4 Sanchez Rosalio Jr

5 Scott Gwendolyn Tarsha

6 Tolentino Jorge Alberto

7 Westenrieder Kimberly Ann

8 Villarreal Jorge

9 Williams LaJune Nicole Scott



December 2015

Agenda Item List of Applicants for Acudetox Certification

1 Keefer Emily

2 Starrett Leesa

3



 

Agenda Item 6a:  Applications for Initial Certification as Nonprofit Health Organization 

 

 

1) ATX Healthcare Solution Partners, Inc. 

2) Cardiosolution Physicians 

3) ERC Texas Physicians, Inc. 

4) HOPE Clinic 

5) Hospital Internists of Texas 

6) North Texas Indigent Services, Inc. 

7) South Plains Rural Health Services, Inc. 

8) Wellness Innovations Physician Partners 

 

 

 

 



 

Agenda Item 6b:  Applications for Biennial Recertification as Nonprofit Health 

Organizations  

 

 

1. Brownsville Community Health Center Corporation 

 

 

 

 



 

Agenda Item 6c:  Cancellation of Organizations Certified as Nonprofit Health Organizations  
 

 

1) Innovative Physicians 

 


