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Laurel Coles 

Laurel Coles of Houston is a revenue accountant at EOG Resources. She is a committeeman for the Houston 

Livestock Show and Rodeo and a volunteer with the Houston Food Bank. Coles received a Bachelor of Business 

Administration from Baylor University. 

 

Imran A. Dar, M.D. 

Imran A. Dar, M.D., of Houston is an Associate Professor and Interventional Cardiologist at UT Health – Center 

for Advanced Cardiology. He is a member of the American Medical Association, American College of Cardiology 

and the American Heart Association. Dar received a Bachelor of Arts in Biology from West Virginia University 

and a Doctor of Medicine from the West Virginia School of Medicine. 

 

David D. Davila, D.O. 

Dr. David D. Davila, D.O., of Cypress is a board certified cosmetic and general surgeon 

in Houston and has been medical director for Houston Cosmetic Surgery Center for 

the last ten years. He received his bachelor’s and master’s degree from Baylor 

University at Waco and earned his medical degree from University of North Texas 

Health Science Center at Fort Worth. Dr. Davila is a Fellow of the American College of 

Osteopathic Surgeons and the American Academy of Cosmetic Surgery; he is a 

member of the American Society of Cosmetic Breast Surgery, American Osteopathic 

Association, Texas Osteopathic Medical Association, and Texas Medical Association.  

 

 

Sheela L. Lahoti, M.D. 

Sheela L. Lahoti, M.D., of Houston is the Associate Dean of Admissions and Student 

Affairs at the McGovern Medical School at The University of Texas Health Science 

Center at Houston, where she also serves as a Professor of pediatrics. She is a member 

of the American Academy of Pediatrics. Lahoti received a Bachelor of Science in 

Biology from the University of Miami and a Doctor of Medicine from the University of 

Miami School of Medicine. 

 

 

 

 



 

Kimberly R. Phillips, J.D. 

Kimberly R. Phillips, J.D., of Houston is the General Counsel for Global Litigation at 

Shell Oil Company. She is a member of the National Bar Association, Houston Bar 

Association, State Bar of Texas, and the Institute for Energy Law and a former 

director and alumni for the Texas Lyceum Association. Phillips received a Bachelor 

of Science in Criminal Justice Administration from Central Missouri State University 

and a Juris Doctor degree from the Thurgood Marshall School of Law at Texas 

Southern University. 

 

 

Courtney M. Townsend, Jr., M.D. 

Courtney M. Townsend, Jr., M.D., of Galveston is a surgeon and is the Robertson-Poth Distinguished Chair in 

General Surgery professor at The University of Texas Medical Branch – School of Medicine. He is a member of 

the Galveston County Medical Society, American Surgical Association, American College of Surgeons, and Texas 

Surgical Society. Townsend received a Bachelor of Arts in History and English from The University of Texas at 

Austin and a Doctor of Medicine from The University of Texas Medical Branch. 

 

 

Aundrea Young, M.B.A. 

Aundrea Young, M.B.A., of Houston is the owner and President of Competitive 

Choice, Inc. Young received a Bachelor of Science degree in Communications from 

Texas Southern University and a Master of Business Administration from the 

University of Houston.  
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Lewis J. Benavides, SPHR  

Lewis J. Benavides, SPHR, of Crossroads recently retired as the Senior Associate 

Vice President for Human Resources and Chief Human Resources Officer at Texas 

Woman’s University. He previously served six years as a Commissioner of the 

Texas Department of Licensing and Regulation, before being appointed to the 

Texas Medical Board in 2012. He is a member of the National Museum of the 

Pacific War, and the Admiral Nimitz Foundation. Benavides received a Bachelor 

of Business Administration in Management from Southwest Texas State 

University. 

 

Carrie E. de Moor, M.D. 

Carrie E. de Moor, M.D., of Frisco is an Emergency Medicine Physician and 

managing partner with Driven MD, PLLC. She is a member of the American 

College of Emergency Physicians, Texas Medical Association, Texas College 

of Emergency Physicians, and the Collin-Fannin County Medical Society. de 

Moor received a Bachelor of Arts in Psychology from Southern Methodist 

University and a Doctor of Medicine from Texas Tech University Health and 

Science College of Medicine. She completed her residency in Emergency 

Medicine at Texas Tech El Paso. 

 

Angela A. Downes, J.D. 

Angela A. Downes, J.D., of Irving is a Law Professor at The University of Texas – 

Dallas College of Law. She is a Texas Bar Fellow and a member of the American 

Bar Association, State Bar of Texas, Dallas Bar Association, Texas Mediation 

Credentialing Association, and the Association of Attorney Mediators. Downes 

received a Bachelor of Arts from Mercer University and a Juris Doctor degree 

from Texas A&M University School of Law, formerly Texas Wesleyan University 

School of Law. 

 

 



 

Zachary S. Jones, M.D. 

Zachary S. Jones, M.D., of Frisco is an Anesthesiologist with Metropolitan 

Anesthesia Consultants. He is a member of the American Society of 

Anesthesiologists, Texas Society of Anesthesiologists, Texas Medical Association, 

and the Dallas County Medical Society. Jones received a Bachelor of Arts in Biology 

from The University of Texas at Austin and a Doctor of Medicine from The 

University of Texas Health Science Center – Houston. 

 

 

Ivan D. Rovner, M.D. 

Ivan D. Rovner, M.D., of Plano is the President and Managing Partner of North Texas 

Obstetrics and Gynecology Associates. He is a member of the American College of 

Obstetrics and Gynecology, American Board of Obstetrics and Gynecology, Texas 

Medical Association, and the Collin-Fannin County Medical Society. Rovner received 

a Bachelor of Science in General Sciences and Doctor of Medicine from the 

University of Iowa.  

 

Robert B. Simonson, D.O. 

Robert B. Simonson, D.O., of Duncanville is an Associate Professor of Emergency 

Medicine at The University of Texas Southwestern Medical Center. He is a member 

of the American College of Emergency Physicians, American Medical Association, 

American Society of Clinical Pathologists, National Association of Emergency 

Medical Services Physicians, Texas Medical Association, and the Southern Medical 

Association. Simonson received a Doctor of Osteopathic Medicine from the 

University of North Texas Health Science Center. 
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Ogechika K. “Oge” Alozie, M.D. 

Ogechika “Oge” Alozie, M.D., of El Paso is an independent infectious diseases 

physician in El Paso Texas. He is a member of the Infectious Diseases Society of 

America, Texas Medical Association, American College of Physicians, and the El 

Paso County Medical Society, and is board certified in Clinical Informatics. 

Additionally, he serves as a gubernatorial appointee on the Task Force on 

Infectious Disease and Preparedness and Response Task Force. Alozie received a 

Master’s of Public Health from the University of Minnesota – Twin Cities and a 

Bachelor of Medicine and Bachelor of Surgery from the University of Benin 

Medical School. 

 

 

Michael N. Burley 

Michael Burley of Southlake is currently the Regional Administrator for Region 

VI at the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development. Prior to his 

current appointment, he served in the White House as Deputy Assistant to the 

President and Deputy Director of the Office of Presidential Personnel. Burley 

received a Bachelor of Arts in Political Science from Clemson University. 

 

 

 

Celeste Caballero, M.D. 

Celeste Caballero, M.D., of Lubbock is a pediatrician with Covenant Medical Group. 

She is a member of the American Academy of Pediatrics and the Texas Medical 

Association. Caballero received a Bachelor of Arts in Biology from The University of 

Texas at Austin and a Doctor of Medicine from The University of Texas 

Southwestern Medical School. 

 

 

 

 



Sharmila Dissanaike, M.D. 

Sharmila Dissanaike, M.D., of Lubbock is the Peter C. Canizaro Chair of the 

Department of Surgery at the Texas Tech University Health Sciences Center. She is 

a Governor of the American College of Surgeons (ACS), serving on the national 

Committee for Ethics and the Advisory Council for Rural Surgery. She serves on 

the Board of the American Burn Association, the Southwest Surgical Congress and 

the Lubbock Medical Society, in addition to representing the American Medical 

Association on the Residency Review Committee for Surgery for the Accreditation 

Council for Graduate Medical Education (ACGME). She is a member of the Texas 

Surgical Society, and past-president of the North Texas Chapter of ACS. Dissanaike 

received her medical training from the University of Sydney, Australia, completed 

her surgery residency at Texas Tech University Health Sciences Center, and a fellowship in trauma and surgical 

critical care at the University of Washington in Seattle before returning to Lubbock in 2007, where she has since 

been in active clinical practice as a trauma, burn, critical care, and general surgeon. 

 

 

Taylor A. Gillig 

Taylor Gillig of Arlington is the Chief Executive Officer and Co-Founder of The 

Cookery. He is a United States Marine combat veteran and served as an Infantry 

Officer in Afghanistan. He is a member of the Greater Arlington Chamber of 

Commerce, Professional Chapter of the Adam Smith Society, American Legion, 

and The Elks. Gillig received a Bachelor of Arts in History from the University of 

California – Santa Barbara and a Master of Business Administration in Finance 

and Strategy from Southern Methodist University. 

 

 

 

Mindi L. McLain 

Mindi McLain of Amarillo is a partner and attorney with Wright Law TX, PLLC. 

She is a member of the State Bar of Texas, Amarillo Area Bar Association, and 

Texas Panhandle Women. Additionally, she serves on the West Texas A&M 

University Enterprise Center Executive Council and is vice president of the 

Board of Directors of the Texas Panhandle Regional Development Corporation. 

McLain received a Bachelor of Science degree in Psychology from Texas A&M 

University and a Juris Doctor degree from Texas Tech University School of Law. 

 

 



Gabrielle H. Rich, D.O. 

Gabrielle Rich, D.O., of Big Spring is an obstetrician and gynecologist with 

the Scenic Mountain Medical Group. She is a member of the American 

College of Obstetrics and Gynecology, Texas Medical Association, and the 

Midland Rape Crisis and Children’s Advocacy Center. Rich received a 

Bachelor of Science in Neuroscience from Tulane University and a Doctor 

of Osteopathic Medicine from Kansas City University. 
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Leanne Burnett, M.D. 

Leanne Burnett, M.D., of Missouri City most recently served as a 

neurologist at Clear Lake Houston Methodist Hospital. She is a member of 

the American Academy of Neurology, Texas Medical Association, Harris 

County Medical Association, and the Houston Area Parkinson’s Society. 

Burnett received a Bachelor of Science in Electrical Engineering from Rice 

University and a Doctor of Medicine from Baylor College of Medicine. 

 
 
 
 
 
Walton Boyd Bush, Jr., Ed.D. 
 
Walton “Boyd” Bush, Ed.D., of Bee Cave recently retired as the Executive Director 

of the Texas State Board of Dental Examiners. In addition, he previously served as 

the Assistant Director of Field Operations with the Texas Department of Motor 

Vehicles. He is a member of the American Association of Dental Boards. Bush 

received a Bachelor of Science in Math and Computer Education and Master of 

Education from West Texas A&M University, and a Doctorate in Education from 

Texas Tech University. 

 
 
 
 
 
Bobby W. Marek, M.D. 
 
Bobby W. Marek, M.D. of Brenham is an Internist at Baylor Scott & White – the 
Brenham Clinic. He is a Fellow of the American College of Physicians and a 
member of the Texas Medical Association. Additionally, he is the Secretary and 
Treasurer of the Washington-Burleson County Medical Society. Marek received a 
Bachelor of Science in Biology from Texas A&M University and a Doctor of 
Medicine from the University of Texas Medical Branch. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Shirlene J. Samuel, D.O. 
 
Shirlene J. Samuel, D.O. of Austin is a board certified Pediatrician at Austin Regional Clinic. She is a member of 
the American Association of Pediatrics, American Osteopathic Association, and the Texas Medical Board. 
Samuel received her Bachelor of Science in Microbiology from the University of Oklahoma and a Doctor of 
Osteopathic Medicine from A.T. Still University. She completed her residency in Pediatrics at Oklahoma State 
University. 

 
 
 
Ruth Villarreal 
 
Ruth Villarreal of Mission is the owner of Ruth Villarreal Insurance Agency. She is 

a board member of the South Texas Independent School District, and has 

participated as a sponsor for many Hidalgo County charitable and community 

organizations including the Breast Cancer Awareness Walk, the Diabetes 

Awareness Fair, as well as various school and community food drives. Villarreal 

received a Bachelor of Architecture from the University of Houston. 

 
 
 
 
 
Andrew J. “Jimmy” Widmer, M.D. 
 
Andrew “Jimmy” Widmer, M.D., of Belton is a General Internist for Baylor 

Scott and White Health. He is a member of the American College of 

Physicians, Texas Medical Association, and the Bell County Medical Society. 

Widmer received a Bachelor of Science in Biomedical Science from Texas 

A&M University, Master of Medical Sciences from the University of North 

Texas Health Science Center, Master of Public Health and Doctor of 

Medicine from the Texas A&M Health Science Center. 

 
 
Phil W. Worley 

Phil W. Worley of Hebbronville, Texas retired as Dean of Arts and 

Humanities at Laredo Community College where he also taught college 

courses for 15 years. Prior to that, Worley was a government and economics 

teacher in Texas public schools for 20 years. He is a board member of the 

Texas State Board of Public Accountancy, a past member of the Texas 

Guaranteed Student Loan Corporation and past president of the Bruni Lions 

Club. Worley received a bachelor's degree from Texas State University and a 

master's degree in sociology and political science from Laredo State 

University, now known as Texas A&M International University. 


